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Esro^MB  PmiM  Calf  FlMt  Duties  Ddined 
46:00003  Umich  SVEDDEUTSCHE  ZEITVNG 
In  German  6  Oct  67  p  6 

rArtkle  by  SicgiKcd  Tbielbeen  ‘‘The  Commitment  of  the 
^ropcant  in  the  GutT] 

(Tat)  FrankAut— The  United  States  has  icpeatedly 
asked  its  allies  in  recent  weeks  to  assume  for  their  pan  a 
portioo  of  tb«  burdea  even  “outside,  the  NATO  area.“ 
The  British  Royal  Navy  is  represented  in  the  Gulf  with 
three  convoy  rtipa,  usually  with  tvro  frifates  and  a 
destroyer  especially  desitnec  for  air  defense,  as  well  at  a 
supply  ship.  At  present  the  frisate  “Andionieda“  is 
tafeguaidint  the  minesweeping  actions  of  the  four  Brit* 
ish  mioehunten  off  the  coast  of  tha  United  Amb  Emi^ 
Btes,  the  tuided*roitsile  destroyer  “Edinbun"  it  sooom* 
paayitti  ships  under  the  British  flag  ftom  the  Straig  of 
Kormux  up  to  off  the  coast  of  Bahrain,  the  frigate 
“BnuEea“  it  docked  in  Mauritius.  Here,  to  maintain 
three  “escorts"  continuously  tignifla  even  for  a  great 
navy  such  as  the  British,  one  a  considerabla  show  of 
strength,  la  the  London  deiense  ministry,  it  is  pointed 
out  that  in  order  to  maintain  three  ships  in  the  Gulf,  it  is 
necessary  to  make  available  tii  ships;  the  three  other 
ones  are  ia  each  ease  on  the  way  or  being  prepared  for 
their  missioo.  The  British  are  rriying  on  their  mditional 
contacts  with  Oman  and  the  United  Arab  Emirates.  Here 
there  ate  disereel  porting  rights;  the  forces  there  are 
trained  and  led  by  British  military  personnel  who  are 
ofildally  on  leave.  The  airfldds  are  occasionally  used  by 
British  sea  reconnaissance  “Nimrod"  aircraft.  In  maneu* 
vers,  the  rapid  redeployment  movement  efair  forces  and 
pamtroop  unite-Mhe  British  alto  have  a  “Rapid  Strike 
Foioe"  stsaioned  ia  England— has  bcea  reeeatediy  tested 
out  It  is  above  all  their  oonsiderationt  for  their  dicnt 
stata  that  have  induced  the  British  to  aesdse  great 
cestmint  ia  connection  with  a  too  demonstmtive  coop¬ 
eration  with  the  Americans.  France  as  weO  has  by  now 
dispatdied  a  large  portion  of  its  fleet  to  the  Indian 
Ocean.  The  Preach  warships  that  are  already  operating 
ia  the  Gulf  region  under  thn  command  of  Rear  Admiral 
Laaude— the  command  and  supply  ship  "Marenae" 
and  by  now  five  instead  of  the  usual  two  to  three  Avisoe 
(firketec  eboul  2^300  tons  Iti  liae,  armed  with  “Eaocet“ 
miseiles.  tech  et  the  "Victor  Schoeldter")-are  now  aM 
to  huten  to  the  aid  of  attacked  sbipe.  In  addition,  the 
two  modem  anrieubmerine  frigetea  “Geoim  Sleyguet“ 
and  “La  Motte-Picqeet"  have  been  cent  mto  the  Gulf 
region.  Them  ships,  4,000  tom  in  size,  armed  with  four 
“Exooet"  rocfcete,  a  lO^entimeter  lapid-fiic  gun,  the 
“Crotale"  rocket  system  for  sir  defonse,  and  two  "Lyna“ 
bdJeopters  for  antisubmarine  action,  corretpond  ia  their 
fl|htii«  power  laiiriy  to  the  modem  German  “Bremen" 
flutes. 

Uiwflldai  Dhrlsinn  of  Openrionf  and 
CoasQltntion 

The  French  task  force  from  Toulon,  which  now  operates 
between  Djibouti,  the  French  beae,  and  the  Strait  of 
Hormuz,  consists  of  the  aircraft  carrier  “Clemeneeau," 


the  two  guided-weapon  destroyen  “Duouetne"  and 
“SufTren”  equipped  with  “Mssurca"  air  defense  rockets 
(range  about  40  kilometert),  and  the  supply  ship 
"Meuse."  The  aircraft  arricr,  which  displaces  almost 
33,CQO  tons,  can  deploy  20  Super  Etendard  aircraft, 
which  can  Are  "Exccet"  rockets,  u  well  as  fighter 
airenft  of  the  (American)  type  “Cmtader,"  tntitubma- 
fine  aircraft,  end  belicoptert.  For  countering  the  mines 
that  have  turned  up  in  the  Gulf  of  Oman  alto  since 
August,  Franca  hat  brought  in  three  minehunters  and  a 
tup^y  ship,  the  “Garonne."  In  order  to  be  able  to  ke^ 
up  its  subttantiai  presenoe,  in  additional  the  tujpply  ship 
"  Var"  and  the  repair  ship  “Jules  Verne"  m  in  depl^ 
menL  Flrance  tiaditionaily  and  pointedly  is  cultivating 
its  mdependence  vis-a-vis  the  United  Sutes.  Nevertho- 
lets  there  are  worked^t  methods  of  local  cooperation 
of  the  sea  foroea. 

F^towing  the  attadr  on  an  Italian  oommerdal  ship,  Italy 
has  dispatched  a  task  force  of  three  of  its  moat  modem 
minesweepers,  three  friptes,  and  two  support  ships, 
induding  a  submarine  salvags  ship  that  above  all  is  likely 
m  be  used  by  mim  deaiance  divers.  The  Italian  navy, 
which  hu  euitivatsd  in  the  Meditemnean  atwuyi  a  dose 
cooperation  with  the  French  fleet,  will  relay  k^itkally 
on  tha  Flench  fleet  and  its  base  at  Djibouti  and  will 
operate  in  the  same  area,  that  ia,  outsKle  the  Stmit  of 
Hormuz. 

The  Dutch  and  Bdglana  have  been  annoyed  at  Italy’s 
going  it  nlona,  since  nt  first  they  hnd  preferred  the 
rormatioa  of  a  rmdtilaiesat  task  force.  The  four  mine- 
hunters  of  the  Tripartitt  class.  Jointly  devdoped  with 
France,  which  the  Dutch  and  Belgians  now  have  sent 
together  with  n  Bdgian  resupply  ship  and  unda  the 
command  of  m  Belgian— they  wiB  arrive  at  the  Gulf  arm 
in  the  second  half  of  Oetobei^re  operating,  as  it  ia  said 

at  the  Hague,  "ia  the  dosest  UKlical  and  logical  ooopcfw 

ation"  with  the  British.  All  three  naviet  have  cultivated 
tteireooperatioa  for  decades  in  the  region  of  the  English 
Qiannd. 

Thus  there  is  emerging  an  unoflkial  division  of  opera- 
tiom  of  the  Earopenm  with  the  Americaas:  French  and 
Italians  are  opernting  largely  outside  the  Strait  of  Hor¬ 
muz;  the  British  are  pving  escorting  and  mine  protection 
ftom  Hormuz  to  Bahrein;  the  Americans  are  ckaring 
mines  above  all  in  the  north  of  the  Persian  Gulf  up 
toward  Kuwait,  but  they  ate  saftguarding  their  convoys 
over  the  entire  cruising  range.  Although  officially  each 
nation  is  escorting  only  ships  asiling  ander  their  own 
flag,  nevertbdem  by  now  also  an  indirect  protection  of 
the  escorts  is  noticeable  for  other  ships  itilin|  in  the 
vicinity.  For  sometime  tjorn,  many  tanker  otptains  have 
been  waiting  for  the  passage  of  convoys  in  order  to  tag 
along  with  them. 

The  Soviet  navy  routinely  shown  the  flag  in  the  Indian 
Ocean  rad  in  the  Gulf,  with  a  "Krivdt"  fripte  and  three 
minesweeping  ships,  which  occasionally  escort  Soviet 
ships.  Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  mining  actions  of 
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(nn,  the  Soviet  Union  wm  the  only  nation  that  had 
ffiinesweeptng  apadtiea  in  the  (hilf.  Quite  leoently  two 
of  the  modeni  deciroym  of  the  "Sowitmeitnyi*'  class 
have  been  added.  The  Soviet  squadron  in  the  Indian 
Ocean  ia  relyinf  on  about  seven  supply  ihipe  and  tank* 
eii.  Considered' as  a  "normal  pstaenoe"  are  the  presence 
of  an  amphibious  tending  ship  in  the  Red  Sea  and  the 
deployments  of  two  paval  reconnaissance  aircrifl  from 
out  of  Aden.  Also  the  Soviet  warships  are  escorting, 
ahhou^  little  it  spoken  about  this,  commercial  ships  up 
CO  Kuwait.  Moeeow  has  repeciedly  proposed  a  coopera* 
tive  effort  with  the  other  navies,  such  as  the  formation  of 
a  multinational  flotilla  under  the  U.N.  flag,  but  without 
being  wefcomed  with  open  arms  among  the  Western  sea 
powers.  Nevertheless,  a  tacit  understanding  it  not  being 
luledotit  byoperta. 

The  oontributioa  of  the  Federal  Oennan  Navy  hu 
consisted  to  for  in  seadmg  as  a  replacement  for  the 
supply  ship  of  the  Belgiaat  a  Oennan  t.'iip  into  the 
Elfish  Channel.  To  build  tip  this  customary  mutual 
hdpine  out  among  the  alUet  for  years  at  a  "compenu* 
tion"  for  the  activities  of  its  partners  in  the  Gulf  it  fdt  to 
be  "embarrassing'*  by  experts. 


EGYPT 

Aasbasaader  Dcaeribea  Omtat  SevM  Refonaa 

¥50#000/a  CUro  AL^WAFD  in  Arabic  I0cl8?p6 

(Interview  with  Ambassador  to  the  Soviet  Union  Salah 
Bas^i  by  Sa*d  ZatMul  FU*ad:  "The  Soviet  Union  It 


Now  Going  Througm  *  Rmmhition  of  Reform  ia  the 
Economy  and  System  of  Government"! 

(Text]  Shish  Basyuni  is  the  architect  of  Egyptian-Soviet 
relations.  Three  years  ago  Presideat  Husni  Mubarak 
assigned  him  specially  to  iaiUate  the  of 

lelatfont  between  Cairo  and  Moscow  (which  ^  been 
severed  when  retatfams  between  the  two  couatnea  d^ 
tiomted  during  the  late  presideat  Anwar  aW^ts 
regime)  and  chose  him  as  Egypt’s  ambam^  to  Mo^ 
cow.  There  be  was  able  to  overcome  the  diffl^et  arid 
Wemiihct  that  were  there,  which  the  years  of  the  deteri- 
oratioa  in  relaliont  hnd  imparted,  and  he  succeeded  in 
meiting  the  loe  that  had  flosen  rehitiont  between  the  two 
countries,  which  today  have  reamed  to  their  normal 
channels. 

Basyuni  is  the  deaq  of  Arab  ambttsadom  in 
Mosoow.  Egypt  was  the  first  Amb  esuntry  to  exchai^ 
diplofflatie  representation  with  Moscow  and  revise 
the  l^timamoftlw  existing  regime  iatheSovim  UnlM, 
in  the  cn  of  the  Wnfd  caMnet  in  1942.  Outside  diMo- 
matic activity.  Basyuni  is  agreat  sportanun  and  won  tte 
rowing  championihip  when  he  was  n  student  in  the 
Faculty  of  Law.  He  wu  the  person  who  spotted  the  car 
with  which  the  erhninait  tried  to  blow  up  the  home  of 
the  peq^'s  leader,  Musttft  al-Nahhat.  the  one  who 


pointed  its  number  out  to  the  invesligawre  and  proved 
that  it  wu  a  government  vehicle.  In  addition,  his  fother 
wu  tte  judge  Hssaa  Fahmi  Basyuni,  who  wu  renowned 
for  his  reduced  lentencu  for  nationalists  and  wu  the 
one  who  passed  n  sentence  in  the  case  of  the  6  May 
bomba  and  made  a  statement  to  the  press  ia  which  he 
said,  “If  1  had  been  able  to  render  a  verdict  cf  innocent, 
I  would  have  done  so."  In  this  case,  when  the  king  tried 
to  intervene,  he  threatened  to  withdraw  from  the  review 
of  the  case  and  declared  the  reaaont  for  the  withdrawal. 

I  tat  down  with  Salah  Basyuni  in  hit  office  in  the 
embusy  in  Moscow  and  hdd  nconvenation  with  him  on 
the  innovations  Gorbachev  has  brought  forth,  the  Krem¬ 
lin’s  p^kw  00  the  Inqi-Iranian  wu,  the  great  poum 
inteasifled  military  poiitioa  in  theOuifand  tkeE^ian 
position  on  the  two  parties  to  the  war.  And,  since 
Baiiyuni  wu  or*  of  those  who  had  participated  in  the 
preparatory  activitiet  of  the  birth  of  the  Orgaatotion  of 
Afnan  Unity,  the  coovemtion  dah  with  Anb^Afn^can 
reUtiona  and  foe  background  to  the  freese  tn  thM 
relattonn  He  spoke  about  all  these  and  other  tssuu  for 
AL-WAFD'S  readers. 

The  Interview  began  and  I  said: 


Eg^arhSoviel  retationa,  to  which  Presi^t  Mubai^ 
appointed  you  specially  with  the  initiat^  .of  the 
resumption  of  normal  lehtioaa  between  Moacow  and 
CalrOk  now  that  you  have  spent  3  yetri  in  Moscow,  what 
innovations  hat  Goibndiev  brou^t  to  the  Soviet  peo¬ 
ple? 

lAuwerl  The  Soviet  Uaioa  in  Gorbadiev’i  em  is  ip<fo«J. 
going  through  a  reform  revolution,  u  ^rbaehev  hireself 
hu  d^bed  it  Tbit  reform  revolution  u  founded  m 
rebuilding  the  economic  and  social  f*™®**^^  ^ 
Soviet  Unioo  and  fondamcntally  remedying  the  rigidity 
that  hat  afflicted  the  Soviet  Uokm  over  the  put  70  years. 

New  Abort  Garbaekcr^  Pallcy 

1  interrupted  him  by  asking: 

(Question]  Rebuilding  anew? 

He  replied,  the  words  flowing  flrem  his  hxmiUi: 

(AntwerJ  If  we  go  back  to  the 
that  the  eentral  committee  agreed  to  .last  June  (IM^ 
which  foe  Supreme  Soviet  Council  approve^  these 
dureu  and  laws  are  eertalnly  a  rtvphitlonafiy  change  in 
foe  economic  ukI  social  strucam  of  the  Soviet  Unioo.  in 
the  sense  that  there  are  modem  new  systems  for  admin- 
iitering  the  Soviet  public  sector,  and  there  also  are  new 
systems  for  administering  sgriculture,  whether  the  forms 
•re  cooperative  or  governinental.  In  general,  the  inueof 
rebuilding  in  the  &>viet  Unioo  is  the  issue  of  the  day. 
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and  one  can  ny  that  one  of  the  most  important  ruiea 
Gorbachev  hu  let  out  for  the  success  of  this  policy  is 
what  we  can  also  call  an  important  political  development 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

(Question]  The  media  opening  to  the  West? 

»Nov  the  media  liberalization  internally,  ini  the 
the  poatibility  of  aiticizing  the  patty,  the 
ministera,  the  management  of  the  public  sector,  and 
ofndah  te  the  government.  These  arc  things  that  have 
not  happened  before.  Today  these  are  ordinary  things  in 
the  So^et  media  sgencks.  On  the  other  hand,  the  issue 
of  demociacy  within  the  party  and  also  outside  the  party 
U  considered  one  of  the  basic  m)es  that  support  the 
policy  ot  the  rebuilding  acthitka,  because  ftom  Qoiba* 
chevh  standpoint  it  is  not  at  all  possible  that  there  be  a 
restructuring  in  the  management  of  the  Soviet  economy 
if  that  is  not  accompanied  by  a  media  Uberaliiation  and 
participation  by  the  peofMe  with  the  patty  ia  the  pro- 
cesaea  of  this  refimn,  or  for  there  not  to  be  democracy. 
The  two  elements  roust  go  together  with  the  economic 
changes,  which  this  radical  change  has  the  goal  of  achiev¬ 
ing. 

Today  the  Soviet  Union  is  passing  through  a  transitional 
stage,  which  Gorbachev  set  at  a  period  of  3  years. 
Gorbachev  declared  that  at  of  the  1 3tli  9-year  piss,  these 
laws  will  be  eaecufod  in  Aill,  and  he  ttieised  that  there  it 
absolotely  no  letitaL  I  believe  that  a  very  great  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  lueeeu  lies  before  thii  aew  policy  of  Ooiba- 
diev'a  because  there  is  a  general  feding  that  the  time  has 
come  for  the  Soviet  Union  to  move  in  a  direction  that 
wiU  allow  a  ital  developmeaf  ia  the  eeonomy  and  a  rite 
in  the  Soviet  people's  standard  of  Uving. 

I  would  like  also  to  add  in  tbit  regard  that  this  policy 
cannot  be  granted  the  dements  of  success,  in  the  aento 
that  the  necctsary  economic  ingredienu  for  the  success 
of  ihit  policy  will  be  present,  unless  it  it  connected  to  e 
foreign  policy  with  t^ich  it  is  compatible.  Hence  the 
Soviet  Union’t  appeni  for  nudenr  disarmament  and  the 
reduction  in  auaear  and  traditional  armament,  to  that 
this  will  lead  to  a  reduction  ia  military  spending,  which 
is  totally  linked  to  the  prooeai  of  economic  tianefonna- 
tlon  and  development  in  the  Soviet  Union.  That  it, 
Soviet  foreign  policy  does  not  arise  from  a  vacuum,  and 
I  do  not  hdieve  that  it  ha  policy  of  tlogant:  rather  it  it 
a  policy  that  is  foundedon  politicaJ-eeonomk  reality. 

lUlalioiM  Batwtea  the  Peopln  and  the  lakdenblp 

(Queatiboi  What  about  the  rektionthip  today  between 
the  pifoideney  and  the  people  in  the  Soviet  Union?  It 
there  anything  new? 

(Answer]  When  we  fellow  the  history  of  Soviet  leaders 
we  And  that  tbeit  hu  been  no  Soviet  Communist  Patty 
seereoiry  who  hu  actually  gone  down  to  the  ttrem  and 
spoken  directly  to  the  people  by  means  of  field  visits  or 
the  media,  especially  tekvkioa,  aside  from  Gorbachev. 


That  is,  the  only  figure  who  had  direct  contact  with  the 
people  at  the  b^inning  of  the  revolution  wu  Lenin  and, 
since  Lenin,  this  form  of  popular  political  leadership  has 
appeared  in  the  Soviet  Union  only  in  the  person  of 
Gorbachev, 

I 

The  ad  tlM  Golf  War 

I  moved  the  conversation  over'to  the  Arabs*  hot  issue, 
the  Oalf  war,  which  is  entering  its  eighth  year,  and  uid: 

(Question}  What  about  the  Soviet  Union’s  position 
vis-a-vis  the  Gulf  war, « the  Kremlin  leu  it? 

He  uid,  M  if  he  were  giving  a  lecture  it  the  Institute  of 
Diptomacy  in  Onito: 

(Answer]  The  Soviet  Union  feels  that  the  Arab  Gulf 
region  faHs  directly  within  the  scope  of  its  national 
security,  through  the  Sovkt  Union's  status  u  a  nrighbor 
of  Iran’s  and  the  proximity  of  the  Gulf  region  so  it.  As  for 
u  this  war  goes,  the  Soviet  Uaioa’s  policy  always  hu 
been  to  call  for  a  atop  to  iU  as  a  war  behind  which 
absolutely  no  benefit  lay.  Rather,  baskilly.  the  Soviet 
Union,  in  its  treatment  of  this  war,  through  its  oonneo- 
tioo  by  thn  treaty  of  friendship  and  cooperation  to  Iraq, 
has  committed  itsdf  totally  to  this  treaty  and  stood  in 
support  of  Iraq  in  defense  of  its  territory  agaiut  tlM 
Iranian  aggression.  1  bdkve  that  this  Soviet  poshioa  ii 
dear  to  Iran  and  that  the  Soviet  Union  vrill  in  no  way 
permit  Iran  to  invade  Iraq.  On  the  othr  hand,  the  Soviet 
Union  k  making  efforts  today  through  politieal  media¬ 
tion  in  a  serious  attempt  to  end  this  war,  aad  it  took  part 
in  creating  the  recent  Security  Council  resolutioo  regard¬ 
ing  the  cestttkm  of  this  war.  it  played  a  great  role  ia  thii 
respect  In  addition,  the  Soviet  Union  aow  is  almost  the 
second  great  power  that  hu  a  direct  oontad  with  Iran 
and  is  working  to  compd  Iran  to  accept  the  Security 
Coundl  ruoiution  and  cooperate  with  the  leeretary 
general  of  the  United  Nationi,  However,  the  problem 
that  exisia  now  in  the  Gulf  nay  be  attributed  buically  to 
Iran's  position.  Iran  hu  not  accepted  or  rejected  the 
Security  Coundl  rcaolutien.  In  this  tanaacr,  itii  nanetH 
vering  on  this  resolution  ntxl  does  not  want  to  commit 
itsdf  to  it  On  the  other  hand,  the  Iranian  position  in 
itsdf  hu  fed  to  the  American,  British,  and  French 
presence  we  see  today  ia  the  Gulf,  that  it  this  Itaoian 
positioo  hu  led  to  the  pdariatloo  of  these  power*  in  the 
Qt^  region  and  tbere  would  not  have  been  anything 
calling  for  that  had  there  been  an  iatdligeat  Iranian 
policy  accepting  the  teminatioo  of  thk  war.  In  general, 

I  can  uy  that  the  Soviet  Unioa  it  committed  to  every¬ 
thing  the  tieuyoffriendshipandcooperaiioii  with  Iraq 
imposes  and,  at  the  same  titne.  ia  working  by  peliti^ 
means  to  end  tbit  tenw  situatioa  in  the  Gulf  by  stopping 
this  war.  The  Soviet  Union  is  against  the  American, 
British,  and  French  war  presence  in  the  Gulf  and  con¬ 
siders  this  pttunce  a  direct  thrut  to  ik  national  securi¬ 
ty,  but  at  the  ume  time  this  concentrated  Western 
military  pretence  in  the  Gulf  could,  if  it  is  diminaled 
and  ended,  kad,  in  the  Soviet  view,  to  the  creation  of 
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progrm  in  the  direction  of  the  execution  of  the  Sccuiily 
Council  resolution  haltini  the  InqKlmniM  wtr  and 
guaranteeing  the  freedom  of  shipping  in  the  Gulf. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  the  Soviet  Union  has  an  interest 
in  the  freedom  ofshipping  in  the  Oulf.  The  Sovies  Union . 
committed  itself  to  an  agreement  with  Kuwait  to  fly  the 
Soviet  flag  on  three  of  Kuwait's  oil  tankers.  It  started  to 
carry  out  this  commitment  and  put  a.  limited  naval  force 
in  the  waters  of  the  Gulf.  However,  the  United  States  of 
America  then  took  the  initiative  of  getting  in  contact 
with  Kuwait,  flew  the  American  flag  on  more  than  15 
Kuwaiti  oil  tankers,  and  tied  that  to  piacement  of.a 
massive  milhary  force  in  the  Ouif.  The  Soviet  Union  is 
announcing  today  that  it  is  ready  to  bring  its  limited 
military  force  out  of  the  Gulf  in  exchange  for  the 
departure  of  all  foreign  naval  forces  from  the  Gulf. 


[Questfoa]  What  about  Egypt's  position  here? 


(Answer!  Egypt  is  striving  earnestly  to  work  to  stop  this 
war,  and  at  the  ume  time  it  is  supportiag  and  backing 
Iraq  in  its  defonse  of  the  Eastern  sector  of  the  Arab 
nation.  Iraq  is  the  eastern  gate  ofthe  Arab  nation  and  is 
defending  it  heroically,  and  Egypt  will  not  allow  Iran  to 
break  through  this  gate.  Ina  it  aware  of  the  truth  and  the 
dimeaskms  of  the  Egyptian  position,  which  Egypt  hu 
been  anxious  to  convey  dearly  to  Tehran.  Iraq  today  bat 
become  a  large  defontive  wall  egainst  the  Iranian  inva* 
non  of  the  Arab  countries. 


(Quettion)  You  have  constant  contacts  with  the  Soviet 
inderthip.  What  about  the  true  nature  of  the  Soviet 
position  on  the  Middle  East  crisis? 


[Antwerl  The  Soviet  Union's  position  it  ciesr  on  the 
necessary  meant  for  resolving  the  Arab-Itracii  Struggle. 
In  this  regard  I  can  point  to  Gorbachev's  speech  when 
the  Syrian  preeident,  Hafla  al-Asad,  waa  on  his  latest 
visit  to  the  Soviet  Union,  when  he  deuty  and  (Irankly 
suted  that  war  hat  lost  ha  credibility  u  a  means  of 
resohrinithe  Arab-Isradi  struggle  and,  consequently,  the 
Soviet  Unioa  oontidert  that  the  only  resolution  can  be 
timnigh  the  convening  ef  an  efliKtive  inb  matioaal  eon* 
ferenoe  comprising  ail  the  parties  conceraed,  the  Pales* 
tine  Libentioa  Chginixation  and  the  five  permanent 
membere  of  the  international  Security  Council.  To  this 
cad,  the  Soviet  Union  ie  making  constant  contacts  with 
al  parties,  laduding  Israel  and  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Orpnixation,  and  there  no  longer  iea  dilTerenoe  between 
the  Soviet  Union  and  any  Arab  position  oa  the  means  for 
resolving  the  Arab*lsracli  struggle.  There  are  obstacles  to 
the  convening  of  the  international  conference  from 
bneTs  standpoint  and  the  real  or  apparent  struggle  that 
is  going  on  there  between  Peres  and  Shamir  on  the 
international  conference.  However,  nhimately  Israel  is 
opposed  to  the  convening  ofthe  international  ooaference 
in  the  desired  form,  whidt  will  lead  to  a  comprehensive. 


just  peactful  i^ution  ofthe  Palatinian  cause,  guann* 
teeing  the  Palestinian  people's  legitimate  national  rights 
and  liberating  Arab  territories  from  the  Israeli  occapa- 
tion. 

Here  1  must  point  out  that  the  Soviet  Union  hu  a 
positive,  serious  position  oa  the  resolution  of  the  Middle 
East  crisis  aivl  the  resolutkm  of  the  Arab-Isradi  struggle, 
whose  essence  it  the  Palestinian  aute,  and  this  will  of 
necessity  lead  to  the  resolution  ofthe  crisis  of  Lebanon. 

(Question]  What  about  Soviet-lsraeli  rdationt  today? 
Are  there  attempts  to  testore  diplomatk  rdationt 
between  them? 

{Answer)  The  restontioa  of  diplomatic  relations 
between  the  Soviet  Unioa  and  Israel  it  a  matter  that  bat 
been  raised.  Israel  considers  that  before  the  convening  of 
any  international  conference,  diplomatic  rdatioas  mutt 
be  restored  betsveen  the  Soviet  Union  and  Israel,  end  (he 
Soviet  Union  for  ht  part  oootidera  that  Esrad  mutt 
accept  the  convening  of  the  international  coaforeace  and 
start  the  true  peace  process,  at  wbidi  point  it  will  be 
possible  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  restoration  of 
relations. 

(Questfoal  What  about  what  wu  previouily  broadcast 
about  the  visit  of  a  Soviet  consular  ddegation  to  lind, 
stating  that  this  visit  would  go  on  a  number  of  months? 
Is  this  Soviet  flirtation  with  Israel  a  prdude  to  the 
restoration  ef  diplomatie  relations  betwtM  them,  as 
some  newspapen  of  the  West  say,  or  is  it  just  a  tempo¬ 
rary  consular  wotkiag  visit? 

(Answer)  indeed,  according  to  what  we  see,  the  Soviet 
dekgation  in  this  visit  to  Israd  b  a  limited  consular 
mission  for  purdy  consular  tasks,  aad  there  are  no 
political  offidah  beading  h,  since  it  is  carrying  oat 
consular  activity  to  disrasa  the  conditiona  m  Soviet 
lubjecta  in  Israel  aad  discuss  the  conditions  of  the 
properties  of  the  Russian  chinch  there,  whoas  value 
anwuott  to  miliiona  ofdollara.  In  addition,  Iirad,  at  a 
time  in  which  the  Soviet  cooaular  miaiion  ia  engaging  in 
its  tanka  in  Imel,  haa  requested  that  ia  exdiange  It  aend 
an  landi  consular  minion  to  Moscow. 

Egypt  and  the  Sovicta 

(Queation)  Let  us  move  on  to  another  point.  What  about 
Arab-Soviet  relationa? 

Basyuni  said,  signs  of  rdaxation  sweeping  his  ftttutea: 

(Answer)  I  believe  that  the  Soviet  Union  has  its  position 
and  status  in  the  Arab  world.  From  the  political  stand¬ 
point.  the  Soviet  Union  assumes  a  stand  In  principle  of 
sumiort  of  Arab  rights  and,  consequently,  them  is  no 
Arab  stand  in  opposition  to  the  Soviet  Union.  Therefore, 
the  Soviet  Union  occupies  a  distiactive  poaitioo  in  the 
Amb  world,  and  the  Smiet  Union  has  developed  bilat¬ 
eral  relationa  with  all  the  countries  of  the  Arab  world. 
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(Questioa]  Where  have  Soviel>Egyptian  telalioni  gone? 

(Answer]  I  can  say  today  that  there  no  longer  are 
problems  between  the  Soviet  Union  and  Egypt  and  that 
the  suse  when  relations  between  Moscow  and  Cairo  had 
deterioreted  has  ended  totally.  President  Mubarek’s  pol* 
icy  is  committeed  to  friendly  dealings  with  the  Soviet 
Union,  divorced  from  the  blemishes  of  the  past,  and 
Egypt  will  not  forget  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  role  it 
pia^  with  respect  to  the  arming  of  the  Egyptian  army 
or  with  respect  to  the  industrialintion  of  Egj^  from  the 
construction  of  the  High  Dam  lo  the  numerous  mgjor 
industries  that  constitute  the  public  sector,  the  basis  and 
foundation  of  Egypt’s  productive  economy.  There  it  a 
fflgjor  line  in  President  Mubarak’s  Internationa)  policy. 
A  total  separation  existi  between  Egypt’s  relaUona  with 
the  Sovitf  Union  and  its  relations  with  the  United  States 
of  America.  Egypt  wiM  not  allow  one  relationship  to 
barm  the  other,  and  it  proceeds  in  its  rdationa  with  the 
two  great  powers  in  a  balaaced  manner.  - 


Anb-AfHcni  RalnlioM 

I  moved  the  interview  over  to  Arab>African  relations,  of 
which  Bas^i  is  one  of  the  architectsof  the  past  I  said: 

(QuestionI  At  oae  of  the  ptrtidpantt  in  t^  activitin  of 
preparing  for  the  birth  of  the  Organisation  of  Afncan 
Unity,  how  dd  you  feel  about  this  organisation  today? 

[Answer]  Egypt  is  na  Arab  Airicaa  country  and  Egypt’s 

policy,  since  the  revolution,  has  been  proceeding  oo^iwo 

pa^M  Unet  vinhvia  the  Arab  iMtion  and  the  Aincan 
continent  The  ^gypt  of’AbdHd-Naiir  committed  itself 
to  support  of  the  Arab  liberation  movement  as  it  com* 
mined  itidf  to  support  of  the  Arab  liberation  movement 
Before  the  caubuahment  of  the  Organization  of  Arab 
Unity,  all  Arab  libemtion  movements  had  their  mam 
ollliM  in  Cairft  and  Eg^  provided  these  movetnenu 
with  all  the  mililary  and  financial  support  it  could.  I  ^ 
say  that  there  ■wai  no  African  hberation  movement  that 

did  not  have  an  office  In  Ciiro,  and  their  leaders  residM 

in  Chiro  and  directed  their  movements’  struggles  from  it 
At  that  lime  a  firm  combative  link  took  place  between 
Presideiri  ’Abd-al^Hulr  and  some  African  le^en  such 
at  Nkroma,  Modibo  Keitt.  Ben  Bella,  and  aoforth^il 
led  to  the  ertablithment  of  a  bond  between  the  Afncan 
ieadera  and  ’Ab<tal-Nasif  in  support  of  the 
liberatioB  revotutiont  Tte  Afticnn  leaders  «»d  Abd-al* 
Natirfoand  that  h  was  not  In  the  inlcreetsof  the  Afncan 
liberation  movesnent  tocoatinue  to  keep  the  Cu^l^ 
and  Brazzaville  groups  separate  and,  therefore,  the  idea 
of  African  anity  arose.  The  Organisation  of  Afncan 
Unity  wM  etublitbed  In  May  1963,  *** 
summit  conferoieewu  held  in  Cairo  in  1964,  and  the 
first  chairman  of  the  Otgaaizalion  of  African  Unity  »«» 
the  late  President  *Abd-a)>Natir.  Egypt  confinu^  wp- 
port  for  the  African  liberation  movementt  until  cveiy 
African  country  became  indepen^t.  excep*  for  Nami¬ 
bia,  which  is  still  struigling  for  its  aational  liberation. 


and  Egypt  is  working  in  the  framework  of  the  Organisa¬ 
tion  of  African  Unity  and  outside  this  framework  for  the 
icsiizstion  of  its  independence. 

Egyptian  policy  today  toward  Africa  is  founded  not  just 
on  support  for  its  countries’  independence  but  alw  on 
the  deepening  of  the  bonds  of  development  cooperation 
with  them.  In  Cairo  there  it  a  fond  to  support  technical 
cooperation  with  the  countriea  of  Africa,  and  there  are 
more  than  1,000  Egyptian  experts  in  various  countriea  of 
Afirica,  engineers  and  doctors,  working  to  build  up  these 
countries  and  receiving  their  wages  from  this  fond, 
whose  resources  are  allocated  from  the  Egyptian  budget 
and  are  in  the'Egyptian  Foreign  Ministry. 

In  ndditlon.  we  can  refor  here  to  whil  was  raised  at  the 
meetiagt  of  the  lateu  African  summit  in  Addis  Ababa  on 
the  need  for  the  restoration  of  Arib'Africaa  cooperation. 
It  it  most  unfortunate  that,  since  the  first  summit 
conference  of  Anb-Afriean  cooperation  was  held  In 
Cairo  in  1976  and  a  number  of  important  retoiutiont 
were  issued,  such  as  the  esublithmem  of  a  fond  to  aid 
African  countries,  the  eatabUthmeat  of  the  Artb-Afncan 
Development  Bank,  whose  headquarten  are  in  Khar¬ 
toum,  and  other  inportant  resolutions  in  the  urea  of 
coopmtion  betweea  Arab  and  African  oountries,  most 
unfortunately,  since  the  holding  of  this  eonftrence  tb« 
hiM  been  no  ^owupem  the  execution  of  these  resolu¬ 
tions  and  ths  committee  of  Aiab-African  eoopmtion, 
which  is  oompoeed  of  24  Arab  and  African  coontncA  hu 
not  met  for  yean.  Thia  issue  wua  the  object  of  the 
attention  of  the  recent  African  summit  in  Addis  Ababa, 
and  a  lesolutioa  wu  ismed  on  the  seed  to  stimulate  this 
cooperation  because  thb  cooperation  is  not  only  in  the 
economic  field  hut  siso  In  the  poHtical  fidd,  efocc^Hy 
since  Africa  it  standing  with  determination 
Arab  rii^ta  and  the  Mcsiinian  cause  and  the  Middle 
1^  crisla  are  among  the  pcamanent  sections  in  the 
agmda  of  every  meeting  of  the  council  of  ministers  and 
the  aammlt  of  Africa.  At  evtiy  meeting  a  iMaimous 
lesolutioa  is  Ismed  supporting  Aiab  n^ts,  that  is,  the 
right  of  the  Palealinian  people  to  self-  determraatlon  and 
the  eatablihmenl  of  thdr  In  Jependent  country  on  their 
national  terrhoty.  Conversely,  in  exchange,  there  o^t 
to  be  an  Arab  retpenae,  especially  at  the  present  time, 
when  the  minority  of  the  African  countries  are  s^ering 
from  levere  criaet  and  In  some  of  them  starvati^  aw 
drought  are  destroying  their  people.  Let  me  add  that  the 
Palestine  Liberation  Organization  has  an  seal 

in  the  Organization  of  African  Unity  tnd  Vwr  Aiafat 
attends  all  the  meetinga  of  the  ^ricaa  summit. 

[Questioa]  What  are' the  reasont  for  the  sutpenaioa  of 
Arab-African  cooperation,  as  you  see  them? 

(Answer)  It  is  the  Arab  position  that  has  frozen  this 
cooperation,  and  the  reesoas  for  this  freeze  are  attribut¬ 
able  not  10  the  African  countries  but  to  the  Arab  ewn- 
triea.  If  thin  cooperation  bad  progreaaed,  to<^  there 
would  have  been  an  agreement  between  the  Arab  League 
and  be  O^nization  of  African  Unity,  and  economic 
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cooperalioii  would  have  bone  fniit  in  the  development 
of  the  African  countries.  However,  it  it  the  deterioralini 
Arab  tiluaUon  that  hat  led  to  the  frtexe  in  Arab>African 
cooperatioa.  We  hope  that  the  Arab  tnmmil  will  meet 
and  inue  a  resolution  that  is  compatible  with  the  Orp* 
nixation  of  African  Unity  resolution  activatini  the  Arab- 
Afrkan  committee  of  24. 

[Question)  Don't  ytw  think  that  the  Africans  are  more 
naranonioua  and  serious  than  the  Arabs? 

[Answer)  One  can  say  that  the  Orcaniation  of  African 
Unity,  whidi  contains  51  countries,  has  not  failed  to 
hold  one  meetini  since  its  establishment,  except  for  what 
happened  at  the  Tripoli  summit,  where,  due  to  special 
ctrcamsttnoes,  the  1^  quonm  was  not  met.  This  was 
the  only  cate  in  which  the  Africaa  summit  did  not  meet. 
All  the  African  summit  meetinst  met  in  frill  on  schedule, 
and  no  one  happened  to  be  abmt  from  them.  The  tame 
with  the  meetinp  of  the  council  of  ministers  of  the 
Ortaniation  of  African  Unity;  its  resolutions  art  always 
the  object  of  raped  and  teriouaaat  of  execution.  This 
pidure  differa  totally  IVom  that  of  the  Arab  Leapue.  Here 
1  would  like  so  tuaest  that,  whatever  disputa  there 
mi|ht  be  amoni  seme  African  countries,  that  has  never 
prevented  the  holding  of  the  confercnoa  of  the  African 
suimnit  and  the  coundl  of  ministen  of  the  Organixation 
of  African  Unity,  and  all  Afrian  disputa  ase  resolved  at 
the  Afrian  summit  meesingi  Most  unforlunat^,  we 
find  the  coaditioni  of  the  Arab  League  and  the  difTtcuIty 
of  holding  the  Arab  summil  the  opposite  of  this.  The 
Afrians  are  mere  serious  in  dealing  with  thdr  afrhirs 
than  we  Arabs. 

iim 


Banking  Chief  Diacuaaea  Islamic  naandal 
System 

45040305  Umion  AL-HAWADITH  in  AnMe 
39  Aut  07  ^43-44 

linterview  with  Dr  Ahmad  aLNitiJatt  Secretary  General 
of  Inlenutional  Federation  of  Islamic  Banka,  by  Amir 
al'7/.ihar;  ’'The  Banks  Are  Innocent  of  the  Ouuge  of 
Financing  Fundamenialisul”) 


(Text)  The  aanounaraeni  which  Dr  al*Naijar.  secretary 
general  of  the  International  Federation  of  Islamic  Banks, 
made  in  Cairo  that  he  would  requat  the  removal  of 
the  Egyptian  Nasir  Social  Baak  from  membership  in  the 
Mention,  at  the  member  itata'  next  meding  in  Isla* 
mabad  at  the  end  of  October  I9S7  —  was  a  great 
turpriso  In  the  accounts  agency's  oflicial  reports,  it  wu 
MUblished  that  the  bank  had  deposited  money  with 
other  banks  tor  interest  in  advance,  which  ia  in  violation 
of  the  law  which  applia  to  the  honk's  aubKshment  and 
the  fedeniion't  siatuto,  which  are  derived  from  Islamic 
legislation. 


This  surprise  triggered  a  set  of  questions  conceraing  the 
aperiment  of  the  Islamic  banks  wnich  Al^HAWADITH 
brought  to  Dr  aUNajjar  himself. 

AUHAWADITH:  What  does  the  removal  of  the  bank 
from  merabetthip  in  the  federation  mean? 

Dr  al-Najjan  It  means  that  it  h  an  nsterUoa  by  the 
federation  that  this  bank  doa  not  apply  the  essence  of 
Islamic  legialalion  on  whoa  basis  it  was  founded  and  in 
accordwKe  with  which  it  was  admitted  to  membership 
in  the  federation.  Sina  the  aperiment  of  the  Istemtc 
banks  in  general  still  ia  a  relatively  new  one  in  modem 
economics,  one  must  not  dal  leniently  with  such  funds* 
memal  vidatioos,  especially  sina  the  banka  are  feeing 
basden  chatga  from  outside  and  serious  difrlcultia 
from  withia  The  federation  rautt  be  concerned  with  the 
sound  appliatioa  of  the  essena  of  Islamic  legislation 
through  thoe  banka,  so  that  they  will  be  able  to  antinue 
to  perform  their  distinctive  role  in  the  Islamic  countria* 
modern  economia  and  to  that  these  wrongful  practica 
will  not  tprad  to  other  banks. 

AL*HAWAD1TH:  Chatga  are  being  directed  at  tome 
Islamic  banka  to  the  effect  that  they  are  financing 
atremiit  groups  in  their  couatries. 

Dr  al*Nkijan  These  chatga  are  uafeir  and  they  are  being 
circulated  by  the  enemia  of  the  aperiment  and  people 
vdio  do  not  acopt  the  principle  which  holds  that  the 
Islamic  economy  an  solve  the  problems  of  modem 
society  in  a  distinctive  manner  w.’ihout  sack  negative 
featurautherise  in  pricaand  inflation  or  the  spread  of 
aielen  consumer  behavior  among  the  members  of  soci¬ 
ety. 

AUHAWAOITH:  Let  w  go  back  to  the  beginning.  What 
does  an  "Islamic  bank"  man?  What  sets  it  apart  from  a 
traditional  bank? 

Dr  at>Nkiiar:  Some  people  have  a  misconaption,  which 
h  thet  the  lilamic  banks  are  ordinary  ona  themstivea, 
acept  that  them  is  no  interest  given  on  deposits  or 
edieaed  on  loans.  This  misconception  adds  to  the 
obecurity  that  p.eventt  understanding  of  the  true  nature 
of  the  ri^  ‘  the  Islamic  banks  in  society. 

The  matter  simply  is  that  wfeile  the  traditional  banks 
genciilly  handle  money  by  oensidcring  it  a  oommedity 
in  itself  paying  atteation  in  perticular  to  mdividaals  who 
have  flnanciar surplusa  only  and  while  these  hanks  are 
busy  monitoring  the  money  maikeo  domestially  and 
abroad  with  a  smgie  goal,  which  it  te  realixe  profit,  the 
Islamic  banka  realtae  their  profltt  by  handling  money 
with  the  view  that  the  realixation  of  profit  eriaa  bati* 
ally  after  the  cash  performs  its  Auictkm.  This  may  loull 
ia  a  profit  or  lOM  and  a  diange  in  the  behavior  of  the 
iadividual  which  might  prompt  him  to  Mve  and  to 
organise  hit  spading  in  a  manner  that  will  aute  hit 
antumptioa  to  be  moderate  and  in  a  manner  that  will 
benefit  hit  society  through  the  invoiment  of  hit  iname 
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or  salary,  no  niatter  how  small  or  limited  that  is,  by 
becoming  accustomed  to  making  deposits  ia  banks  and 
wiUtdnwing  on  the  basis  of  need  alone. 

Therefore,  the  attention  of  the  Islamic  banks  is  focused 
basically  on  using  the  (Unction  and  the  performance  of 
money  as  a  means  for  beaefltini  individuals  and 
employing  then  in  a  manner  which  wi3  develop  their 
abilities  Jtd  cause  their  rcMurces  to  grow  as  a  result  of 
the  use  of  these  slilities.  This  will  necessarily  lead  to 
attentioa  to  the  people  who  perfbrm  the  (Unction,  bui* 
cally,  and  not  to  money  as  a  eommoditv  in  itself.  It  is 
very  possible  for  any  individual  to  deposat  money  which 
he  might  have  acquired  without  effort,  then  live  in  a  lazy, 
nesstive  manner,  Just  as  a  coatunter  in  society,  in 
exchange  (br  the  prior  agreement  from  the  bank  to  pay 
assured,  fixed  proflts. 

Al^HAWADtTH:  Who  thea  are  the  clients  of  the 
Islamic  bank? 

Or  ai-Ntijar;  Baaed  on  thisdear  view  and  (Uactioo  of  the 
Islamic  bank,  ita  dieata.  basically,  represent  all  the 
dassea  of  aodety,  no  natter  how  small  their  income 
might  be.  They  are  the  backboae  of  iu  adivity.  The 
strange  thing  is  that  these  daiset,  which  represent  eloae 
to  80  percent  of  most  sodstiet,  mi^t  be  viewed,  wrong* 
(Ully,  u  a  burden  and  un  elemeal  of  pteswre  ca  eo(^ 
(Mmic  resovcea,  while  they  can  be  the  main  source  of 
fioaadng  (tar  development  and  the  increase  of  the  work* 
force  in  society. 

However,  that  docs  not  mean  that  the  Islamic  beak  it  not 
concerned  with  individuals  who  enjoy  (InanciaJ  turpluw 
ea.  To  the  contrary,  as  long  at  the  people  who  possets 
these  lurpluaea  belim  in  the  role  of  the  Islamic  bank  in 
terms  of  lU  buie  attention  to  man  and  the  investment  of 
money  at  a  meant  and  tot  a  commodity,  iavestment  caa 
lead  to  profit  or  lost.  But  la  general  this  data  does  not 
represent  the  basic  eleswnt  in  the  transactions,  which  it 
the  opposite  of  what  happens  with  traditional  bmikt,  and 
therefore  the  Islamic  banka  are  conaidt^  luppleuMn* 
tary  to  aiding  banks  and  not  in  competHioa  with  them. 

The  queitkM  which  ariaa  here  ia,  how  can  the  ordina^ 
individual  change  bit  behavior  vi*«-vit  hit  salary  or  hit 
income,  and  hew  can  he  be  made  eocuttomed  to  orga* 
niaiag  hit  spending  by  msans  of  an  ergsnintion  quali¬ 
fied  to  put  the  interest  flom  these  uvings  togeaeral  use 
viwa*vit  the  individual  and  the  society?  This  it  the  besic 
(Unction  of  the  Islamic  bank.  What  is  ceitaia  la  that  tl« 
person  who  hata  total  income,  no  matter  how  limited  it 
mi^t  be,  spends  it  not  at  one  stroke  but  over  a  period  of 
a  month,  whenever  he  gets  hit  Mtaiy,  and,  if  he  deposits 
it  in  an  Islamic  bank  and  gas  part  of  it  in  itieoetaive 
periods,  that  giva  the  bank  the  opportunity  to  collect 
targe  sums  which  H  can  inveat  on  behalf  of  the  people 
who  have  savings  themselvea  and  on  behalf  of  the 
society,  of  course. 


AL-HAWADITH:  When  did  the  experiment  of  the 
Islamic  banks  begin?  How  widespread  is  It  now? 

Dr  al-NajJar:  The  (int  experiment  with  a  nradcra  Islamic 
bank  began  in  Egypt,  specifically  in  the  goveraorate  of 
al*Daqahliyah,  in  1963,  under  the  title  of  local  Mvings 
banks,  whose  number  reaeked  II.  However,  the  experi¬ 
ment  coltapsed  with  the  June  1967  defeat,  for  political 
reasons,  in  spite  of  their  great  tocceas  during  these  4 
yean  and  their  contribution  to  solving  many  of  the 
problema  whose  likes  the  economy  of  Egypt  is  luffbring 
th>m  now.  The  number  of  dienta  conducting  innsao- 
lions  in  4  yean  reached  IJ5  mWkm  resulting  in  the 
esubllahment  of  23  Iktoria  and  projects,  in  addition  to 
serviec  agenda  such  as  schools,  hedth  units  and  $o 
(brth.  During  President  at-SadatU  term,  the  attempt  was 
revived  with  the  easablitbment  of  the  Nasir  Sodal  Bank 
in  the  ariy  seventies,  but  it  it  not  currently  pre^ttssing 
on  the  bests  on  which  it  wm  founded.  During  this  tame 
period,  the  secretariat  of  the  Islamic  confbiena  asked 
Eg^t  to  prepare  the  statuta  (br  Istamic  banka  tbrough* 
out  the  world.  These  atatuta  were  Ike  beais  oa  which 
these  beaks  ate  founded  ia  varioue  oouniria  of  the 
Idsmic  world  now.  The  late  King  Faytal  Ibn  ‘Abd-al- 
'Aziz  embraoed  this  approach  and  the  Islamic  Devdot^ 
ment  Bank  wu  established  in  Jeddah.  That  ia  the  lint 
bank  whkb  ha  borne  the  Mme  of  Islam  since  jti 
ettabUihment,  and  26  Islamic  eountria  look  port  ia  its 
etuMiihment.  Ita  meaibers  bow  number  44  hlamk 
eountria  This  was  followed  by  the  emergeaa  of  such 
regional  banks  u  the  Dubayy  Islamic  Baak.  the  Suda¬ 
nese  Faysal  Islamic  Bank  thea  the  Kuwaiti  House  of 
Finaaa.  The  aperiment  now  bee  sprod  among  moat 
Mamie  couatria  to  the  point  rherc  it  hw  become  a 
comprehensive  system  which  it  applied  to  an  parts  of  the 
banking  system  in  Pakistta.  Iran  and  the  Sudan. 

In  1979,  the  International  Federatioa  of  Mamie  Banka 
wu  formed  under  the  cfauirmanihip  of  Prina  Muhem- 
mad  ai-Faytal  in  orda  to  exchange  apertiie.  correct 
errors  and  protect  the  course  of  the  nperfaiml  (Vom 
^minana  by  religiouatentiinenL  The  federatioo  mem¬ 
bers  at  this  point  number  23  Islamic  eountria  and 
negoiiaiiona  are  ttiil  unda  wty  with  mote  than  10 
onuntria  for  membership  in  it. 


One  thing  that  ia  worth  meatioaini  hem  ia  that  Dr 
al-Naijar  uid  that  the  cuatedian  of  the  Two  Holy  ITaca 
King  Fahd  Ibn  'Abd-al-'Anz,  bu  told  him  at  mora  than 
one  meeting  "Do  not  imagine  that  the  Islamic  banks  are 
(br  from  our  eya  or  our  support  The  Mamie  banka 
eveiyMiere  are  the  kingdom's  baaka.  but  the  kingdom 
must  bain  with  the  expeiimat  only  after  confirming 
the  fitness  and  the  succeu  of  thea  institutkma.  Pro^ 
with  0^'t  bleaingi  until  the  system  becoma  perfect- 
ed.” 


AL-HAWADITH:  What  hu  the  experiment  achieved  lo 
(kr? 
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Or  aNNiwtr:  During  the  first  stage  of  the  establishment 
of  Islamic  banks,  I  can  say  that  a  number  of  important 
goals  have  been  achieved  which  are  embodied  in  Uie 
foUowing; 

First,  the  banks  have  been  able  to  win  goverementa  over 
and  get  them  to  agree  that  activity  can  start  in  more  than 
one  country.  That  haa  taken  about  30  years. 

Second,  as  soon  at  their  activity  started,  the  extent  of  the 
depth  of  the  conviction  of  memben  of  society  in  the 
philosophy  oa  which  these  banka  hre  fbunded  became 
apparent.  So  much  money  flowed  to  ihem  that  in  Egypt 
alone  this  came  to  more  than  3  billion  pounds  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years. 

Third,  the  Islamic  banks  managed  to  innovate  methods 
of  legal  flnancing  in  srhich  usury  is  absent  and  which  nt 
the  ume  tinM  nte  compatible  srith  modem  financiag 
lequiremeata,  tudi  as  flnanctng  kaaes,  partkipalion, 
biMing  and  to  forth  whidi  were  not  known  to  thinking 
in  the  paat 

Fourth,  the  Islamic  banks  have  opened  the  door  wide  to 
individual  juridical  iateipreutiont  to  keep  abreast  with 
the  roquiremeata  of  the  age  and  have  created  a  modem 
current  in  the  ooniciouttw  of  many  juriatt.  Thii  la  a 
great  enrichment  of  the  resouroea  ofjurnpiudenee  la  the 
Islamic  world. 

I  • 

Fifth,  they  have  paved  the  way  for  economic  thinkers  to 
evaluate  and  critidae  the  pmcticeaeftheae  banks,  which 
it  helping  to  five  concrete  form  to  the  nudeua  of  the 
modern  Islamic  economic  school. 

It  it  poaaibte  to  state  affirmatively  that  the  Itlamie  banks 
have  not  vet  managed  to  perform  their  integrated,  elTao* 
Uve  role  in  economic  davdopmeat  The  basic  ittue  on 
whkh  the  role  of  the  Islamic  bank  la  founded  is  deeen* 
tmliution  and  contact  with  every  individual  whert  he  it. 
Therefore,  the  lakmie  banks  muit  begin  ttee  firom  cen* 
traliution,  so  that  they  can  readi  tha  overwhdmiag 
majority  of  the  paeple.  The  persona  coeducting  transao> 
tioaa  ia  the  banka  can  deal  directly  with  the  dieat  and 
have  foil  knowledge  of  his  nertonality.  It  is  highly 
coaoeivabla  that  the  two  paitiet  might  taka  part  in  a 
single  prctieet,  and  the  guarantee  would  be  tbe  project 
itself,  mutual  trad  and  the  practical  eipertiae  available 
10  the  two  parties. 

Al^HAWADlTH:  In  spite  of  Ihem  goalt  whkh  have 
been  achieved,  there  are  negative  features  in  the  banka 
ihcmsdves.  Why  aren't  these  corrected? 

Or  al*NgjjaR  I  share  your  opinion.  What  we  are  aeeing 
now  in  the  Islamk  ba^  in  terms  of  giiater  attention  to 
people  with  high  incomci  and  owners  of  financial  wn 
dutea  and  the  foilure  to  strive  adequately  to  attract  the 
majority  of  the  people  with  limiMl  incomes,  can  be 
attributed  to  the  nature  of  the  stage  during  which  the 


Islamic  banka  began  their  activity,  since  the  human 
apparatus  for  operating  them  was  not  qualified  or 
dikjcted  to  undentand  and  carry  out  their  philoeophy 
and  goals. 

Therefore  these  banks  sought  the  help  of  employees  of 
traditkoai  banks  who  brought  with  them  a  philosophy 
which  ia  difforent  from  IsUmk  economic  phikHophy.  At 
this  point  otwcurity  and  ambiguity  were  preaenL  Tbe 
experiment  actually  affimied  in  the  oourae  of  the  past 
years  that  the  moat  dangerous  thing  the  Islamic  banka 
fooed  was  the  dominance  of  the  traditional  banking 
mentality.  Tbe  annotmeement  of  a  request  for  positiona 
in  Islamic  banka  is  tuppoaed  to  include  a  specific  condi* 
lion,  which  it  that  the  applicant  not  have  say  eaperience 
in  "traditionar  banking  activity! 

AL*HAWADrTH.'  What  are  the  other  difficultka  fheing 
the  Islamic  baaka? 

Dr  al'Nrtii*^  Tit*  difficuhka  are  em^ed  ia  uree 
points: 

I.  The  lack  of  darity  of  vision  amotig  supervtaing  agea* 
des,  repreeenied  by  the  oentnl  banka  and  goverameiUs, 
who  deal  with  the  Islamic  banks  as  ecoBomk  and  locial . 
institutions  or  try  to  portray  them  ns  rdigioua  ageades. 
The  ttringe  thing  is  that  this  eonfodon  and  wron^  fear 
arc  present  at  a  time  when  devetopment  in  them  coui^ 
uiet  impoiet  the  requirement  that  tha  banks  play  their 
part  by  getting  all  incmbert  of  society  to  participate  in 
saving,  development  and  inveatment. 

1  The  absenoe  of  an  adequate  penonne)  system  so  for,  in 
most  lilamk  banks  and  the  foilure  of  such  systema  to 
have  a  eom^de  understanding  of  tha  banks’  philosophy 
and  ability  to  perform  their  miadon  in  foil. 

3.  The  abeence  of  clarity,  of  viiion  as  well  .among  the 
media  and  consequently  its  sffoct  on  puMie  opinion. 

Dr  al>Nnijar  presented  two  ipeerfk  rccnrameadiMioas, 
the  first  embodied  in  the  need  to  catablidi  a  special 
central  bank  for  aupervidng  the  Islamic  banka  ia  avery 
country  and  the  second  ia  having  oommittees  formed  at 
a  high  levd  ia  which  the  govemment  will  partidpate, 
represented  by  the  oentnl  bonk  and  tbe  International 
Federatkm  of  idamic  Banka,  aa  a  tachnical  body,  as  wdl 
IS  the  embatdes  iavoived,  to  set  out  rales  and  prindplea 
for  advaadng  and  carrying  out  tbe  necemty  strategy  for 
comprehendvc  economic  and  social  dexylopmeat,  which 
it  very  ncceaaary  for  elimintting  inflation  hnd  cardeas 
ooMuncr  bditvtor. 

AWIA WADITH:  How,  however,  cart  this  be  appSed  in 
a  practical  manner? 

Dr  al*Nqjjar:  Tbe  experiment  hat  actually  been  applied 
in  Cyprus  in  a  sound  and  ideal  manner.  A  fow  yenrs  age 
the  Fayial  Idamic  Bank  wai  cstablithcd.  Alihoagh  it  was 
eatablidied  in  a  poor  area  with  a  capital  of  jud  Si 
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minion,  it  manased  to  attract  more  than  40  percent  of 
the  inhabitanta,  who  became  letuUr  ciientt;  the  bank 
became  one  of  the  moet  important  feature*  of  the  iiland 
of  Cyprua  and  hdped  aotve  many  of  them  inhabiuati* 
economic  and  aocial  problems.  Conductint  transactions 
with  the  bank  hat  become  part  of  the  dtixens*  daily  life. 
The  volume  of  transactions  now  amounts  to  more  than 
$20  million. 

IIS87 


Amjaf  Minister  DtoonsM  New  Sotsa  for 
Mee^ice 

45040006  Cain  AKHIR  SA'AH in  Arebk 
23  Sep  97^14 

(Interview  with  Minister  of  Aweaf  Dr  Muhammad  *Ali 
Mal^u^  by  Hasan  ‘Allam:  'New  Tasks  for  the  Mosques’; 
time  and  place  not  given] 

(Text]  In  his  interview  with  AkhirS*  ‘ah.  Dr  Muhammad 
'Ah  Mahjub,  the  minister  of  awqaf,  said  that  eoordina* 
tkm  is  taking  place  during  these  days  to  link  all  popular 
organisations  active  in  the  Islamic  mitiion  field,  Indud- 
ing  the  Society  of  Friends  of  the  Sunnah.  the  SharTah 
Assodatloa,  the  dan  of  Muhammad  (ai*'Athirah 
al-Muhammadiyah),  and  the  Sufi  orders,  so  at  to  agree 
00  a  unified  worki^  formula  in  the  mistioaaiy  field. 
Mittioaariet  have  been  supplied  with  complete  cultural 
Ubrariet,  and  advanced  spedaliaed  training  centers  have 
bm  ett^itbed  to  confiont  the  problema  that  go  along 
with  the  spirit  of  the  age. 

The  minister  of  awqaf  discussed  the  iatue  of  the  70,000 
'Thffiily"  mosques  [i.e.  moequet  supported  ftom  private 
or  fhmily  ("ahli")  vmqfo)  and  the  ministry's  measures  to 
support  them  with  app^maiely  6  million  (Egyptian) 
poands,  now  that  it  hu  become  dear  that  huge  numbers 
of  them  are  without  tupervisioa  or  preachers.  Rules  are 
now  being  diswissed  with  the  provincial  goveraOrs  to 
regulate  the  csublishment  of  new  smaN  moeqecs  on  the 
ground  floor  of  residential  buildings. 

Dr  Muhammsd  'AM  Mahjub  also  spoke  about  ease> 
merits,  loans,  sad  dtiren  assistance  amounting  to  3 
millloa  pounds  in  a  single  year. 

[Question)  How  can  those  active  in  Islamic  miiaionaiv 
awrs  be  expected  to  perform  their  miteioo  white  suf* 
tefing  Ifom  numetoss  ptobleme,  (bremoct  emong  them 
being  teck  of  job  advancement,  housing,  etc.?  Oiven  the 
(ket  that  totieoae  who  lacks  a  thing  cannot  give  it, 
shouldn't  we  be  providing  them  with  an  appropriate 
statKlard  of  living? 

(Answer)  True,  the  Ministry  of  Awqaf  in  particular  has 
DM  sunMng  fltom  a  aoticeabte  lack  of  Job  advaiwe> 
ment  that  hat  lasted  for  more  tbaa  13  years.  Howevw, 
thanks  be  to  Ood,  the  largest  number  of  promotions  in 
the  history  of  the  ministry  ha*  been  recorded.  A*  of  1974, 
approiimetely  2,145  dtizem  had  obtained  promotioa  to 


the  highest  rank.  Thus  we  are  opening  the  way  for 
coming  new  generations.  In  the  Hi^  Council  for  Islamic 
Affairs,  promotion  induded  69  out  of  100  individusis, 
and  the  rest  will  advance  according  to  the  normal  cyde. 
I  finished  setting  this  up  within  the  last  few  days  with  Dr 
Huiaya  Kazim,  head  of  the  central  apparatus  for  orgs* 
ttization  snd  ^ministratioa.  Indeed,  the  matter  hat 
gone  fu  beyond  that  to  a  review  of  the  general  office 
structure  of  the  Mbtisiry  Of  Awqaf,  so  at  to  open  the  door 
to  bisher  office  holderi  and  to  provide  second  and  third 
echekw  eraploymenL  Thus  justice  will  be  reelized  for  all, 
and  President  Mubarak’s  directives  for  improving  the 
situation  of  government  workers  will  be  imptemeated. 

Most  leadership  positions  used  to  be  *1>y  deputation.” 
We  have  decided  to  diminate  these  positions  (and 
replaoe  them]  svith  fixed  mnkt,  so  that  conditions  can 
stabilize. 

The  ministry  hat  bought  buses  snd  cart  for  about 
120,000  pounds  to  alleviate  the  tnuuportitioa  problem 
for  employeee  through  reduoe^mte  tabteriptions.  We 
are  doi^  our  utmoct  to  physically  improve  the  levd  of 
the  Islamic  miitioiiary.  We  have  raised  hit  reimbune* 
aseet  for  tessetu  snd  the  remuneration  for  the  Friday 
sermoa  We  are  now  studying  the  establishment  of  e 
complete  becpital  for  Islamic  mittionarie*.  At  for  hou^ 

fatg,  we  have  agreed  on  oonstnetiott  of  three  buildingt  in 
the  dty  of  Ateundria  (economical  bousing).  Each  build¬ 
ing  wiB  contain  between  60  and  80  apartments,  e•^ 
marked  for  Awqaf  Ministry  employeet,  without  advance 
payments,  am)  with  inauUmentt  nek  to  aceed  15 
pounds  a  month. 

From  the  social  and  ptychotegical  point  of  view,  they 
have  obtained  their  flill  rights,  thanks  be  to  Ood! 


EdacarioiMd  Prefarelloii  of  Mhafotariae 

(Question]  But  how  can  the  level  of  tbeae  mittiooariea  be 

rdted  IntdteclueBy,  so  that  aemMntand  rdigion  Icstont 
will  not  be  fermslittie,  when  they  ought  to  be  modem? 

(Answer)  We  mutt  motivat*  iaiaiM  and  preachers  to 
terry  out  their  miaaien  with  eatcftil  and  enlightened 
thought  One  needaa  Adi  cducatioo  appropriate  to  the 

spirit  of  the  ana  and  to  its  probtetM  in  the  carroit  period. 

The  misskmary's  iaformatioii  must  bt  contmually 
renewed.  To  this  end,  we  have  done  a  autifoer  of  things. 
Rrrt  and  foremost,  we  have  fiiraished  the  mlsston^ 
with  a  library  containing  all  the  books  that  will  help  him 
in  performing  his  nuttion.  We  hive  etttblidted  a  cuh 
tttitl  library^  every  Imam.  These  librerfes  have  cost 
the  ministry  about  600,000  poundt  Half  of  this  fipre 
was  borne  t/f  the  ministry.  The  other  half  is  not  to  be 

borne  by  the  mittionafy.  for  we  have  decided  to  ditburu 

to  each  of  them  5  pounds  a  month,  earmariced  to  cover 
half  the  value.  Thus,  he  will  not  bear  any  of  the  cotttof 
these  libraries  or  personal  education  expeatet. 
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We  are  tettint  up  a  task  force  of  our  cnli|htened  tcholart 
(0  ftiliy  ascertata  the  flictt  of  the  tituatioa.  Today's 
minionary't  problem  is  that  modera  problems  have 
come  up  recently  in  society  which  are  the  talk  of  all 
young  people  today.  Young  people  aiie  really  confbsed 
cbout  them.  The  true  and  enlightened  position  of  relK 
gion  on  these  inues  must  be  heard.  For  this  reason,  we 
decided  to  establish  an  “advanced  institute  for  minion' 
ary  training.**  and  are  opened  it  at  the  bednning  of  this 
month.  At  this  institute,  sia  of  the  beat  Isumk  scholars 
in  Egypt  will  lecture  and  deal  an'th  the  most  serious 
current  problems  in  all  Helds:  religion,  kw,  society,  and 
psychology.  The  length  of  study  in  this  instate  will  be 
about  a  month.  Each  training  course  will  include  about 
50  missionarks,  i.e.,  flve  selected  fioni  each  of  the  ten 
govemorates.  Their  residence  wiU  be  fUOy  paid  for  by  the 
Ministry  of  Aarqaf.  The  daily  period  of  stu^  arill  m  4 
hours:  2  hours  for  lectures,  and  2  hours  for  discussion.  In 
the  evening,  we  shall  set  aside  a  large  mosque  in  which 
the  nissionary  can  lecture  to  the  cititeary  on  the  basis  of 
the  diacussiom  he  has  heard  and  the  thou^u  and  issues 
he  has  absorbed.  Thus  we  shall  have  integrated  the 
theoretical  and  practical  sides. 


Kotatioa  of  taiBM 

Another  thing  we  are  now  studying  is  rotating  the  imams 
in  a  singk  neighborhood.  For  example,  InssmA  of  an 
imam's  remaining  in  ahHuayn  Mosque  for  an  entire 
year,  he  might  alternate  betweim  the  mosques  of  Sayyi* 
dah  Zaynab  (district]  and  ahAxhar.  In  this  way,  peoi^ 
udw  frequent  the  mosques  would  constantly  see  new 
(hoes,  and  you  would  give  people  new  ideas  aa  a  result  of 
the  diilbring  ideas  of  the  imsmt.  A  complete  cyde  for 
presehm  has  been  worked  out,  and  all  the  mosques  of 
the  neighborhood  win  profit  from  them.  1  think  it  will  be 
a  saocmfiil  rsperimeni,  because  people  like  variety  in 
preachers.  This  is  the  secret  of  the  success  of  the  Sharfah 
Asiociation'i  preachers. 

Soon  the  establishment  of  an  institute  to  prepare  educa* 
lotMnittioturies  will  be  announced  for  the  first  time.  The 
Ministry  of  Awqaf  hu  set  up  the  curricula  and  lectuiers 
for  it  Any  person  who  tees  in  himself  in  ability  for 
i.skmie  mitsionary  work  can  enroll  in  the  institute.  At 
the  end  of  the  period  of  ttudyj  the  ministry  will  atyatd 
him  a  licence  of  oorrmeteace  for  Islamic  mitsionary 
work— and  it  will  be  oflldal.  This  institute  will  take  care 
of  many  tkings  we  reilly  need.  It  wiM  be  a  supplemntary 
source  from  which  miitianaries  will  go  out  to  the 
mosques  of  the  Ministry  of  Awqaf; 

(Question)  Unlike  foverament  moaquet,  many  privately 
endowed  rahli**)  mosques  tre  lufferiag  fnm  a  notice- 
able  lack  of  tervioet.  where  Is  the  Awqaf  ministry's 
itaittaaoe  to  them?  What  it  the  number  of  these  pri¬ 
vately  enduwed  mosques? 

»  Mosques,  in  my  estimation,  are  the  comer- 
the  ministry's  work.  Oovemment  mosques 


supervised  and  fully  administered  by  the  ministry  num¬ 
ber  tbout  8,000,  with  10,000  imams.  This  year  alone  we 
appointed  2,600  new  gr^ustes  who  joined  the  Islamic 
mission  field  at  the  Ministry  of  Awqaf.  . 


Six  MUIkm  Poods  for  Privately  Endowed 
(''AMi'*;  Moeques 

As  for  the  privately  endowed  mosques  that  the  ministry 
aids  with  fiinda  from  its  bucket  (about  40,000  mosquet^ 
we  give  them  yearly  assistance  of  about  6  million  pounds 
for  caretaker  employees,  and  about  1/2  milliou  pounds 
just  for  preachers  (2 1,500  preachers  with  lilg^  degrees: 
doctorate  or  laastenjL  Fnnkty,  the  ministry  is  unable  to 
keep  up  with  ail  the  privately  endowed  mosques  in  Egypt 
from  the  physical  point  of  view,  since  they  now  number 
about  70,000  mosques.  Mott  of  them  are  small  prayer 
rooms.  There  are  in  foct  mosques  that  find  no  one— 
either  assodaUom  or  organiatkma— to  supervise  them. 
As  for  at  possible,  the  Ministry  of  Awqaf  is  trying  to 
ettaMit.^  a  plan  for  annexing  them,  to  that  we  can 
guarantee  thia  kind  of  mittionary  activity.  The  Council 
of  Commitsioners  hat  approved  this  plan,  to  that  we  can 
itart  with  these  mosques. 

The  time  hat  come  for  us  to  review  the  lub^  of  small 
moaquet  that  are  tet  up  randomly  in  buiMlngi.  We  are 
not  going  to  touch  those  that  actually  exist;  but  for  those 
to  be  sci  up  in  the  foture,  there  are  new  reguktions  which 
we  are  studying  with  the  provincial  goveraors,  in  order 
to  regukte  this  matter  so  that  small  mosqua  with  so  one 
to  preach  in  them  will  not  nitt. 

(Qaestion)  More  than  one  group  and  more  than  one 
ageiicy  do  Islamic  misskmaty  work.  Is  it  possible  to 
gather  all  these  agmeies  to  work  within  the  (timework  of 
a  unified  pkn  through  which  they  will  benefit  Islam  and 
Muslims? 

(Answer)  We  ate  trying  to  create  coordination  and 
HnkMe  between  the  Miniitn  of  Awqaf  and  the  popukr. 
organixations  that  work  in  the  Islamic  missionary  field. 
We  have  the  government  agendet  roreteoied  by  al- 
Azhar  and  the  Awqsf  Ministry.  The  efforu  of  the  other 
popular  agencies  are  scattered:  the  Society  of  Friends  of 
the  Sunnah  k  by  itseir,  the  Shari'ah  Anockiion  is 
sepamte,  the  uan  of  Muhammad  (al-'Ashiiah 
al>Muhammadiyah)  exiita  independently,  and  the  Sufi 
orders  are  somewhere  ebe.  If  theae  many  large  sectors 
were  coordinated  with  each  other  through  a  unified 
council  including  the  heads  of  esch  of  these  agencies,  a 
foil  meeting  would  take  place  between  thoae  who  work  in 
this  field  and  we  would  have  added  new  cadres  to  the 
official  tgencks.  I  have  in  fhd  contacted  tlie  Society  of 
Friends  of  the  Sunnah.  the  Shari'ah  Assocktkm,  the 
Clan  of  Muhammad,  and  the  Sufi  orders  with  the  goal  of 
creati. ;;  *  common  line  for  these  bodies  through  a 
unified  :ciincil  to  be  headed  by  Hk  Excellency  Grand 
Imam  ^ykh  Jad-al-Haqq  *Ali  Jad^l-Haqq.  the  rector 
of  a'-Axhar,  who  is  the  primary  official  in  charge  of 
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Itlifflic  mhsionify  a^ivity.  1  have  in  fact  obtained  the 
conpiete  tutdentaHH.tf  and  approval  of  some  of  these 
leadm  for  impleiiantins  this  new  idea,  God  willing 

C9tabf<  '  Pritate  Latacaia 

(Qneation]  Where  are  the  clan  coUesiate  moaqnes 
equipped  with  all  aervicet,  where  the  Mutiim  can  find 
bia  place  durtni  hia  leisure  time,  perform  his  religious 
observances,  and  which,  at  the  same  time,  will  he  centers 
of  cultural  enlightenment  that  combat  private  lessons 
and  the  explohatiui  of  private  hospiuls?  Can  this  drum 
bereaHted? 

fAnawer]  No  one  differs  about  the  need  for  mosques  to 
be  dean  and  neat  The  reason  for  the  state  into  which 
some  moaqvu  have  gotten  it  the  lack  of  werkets.  Most  of 
the  ffloaquu  have  carpets  or  walMo-wall  carpeting  on 
the  floor.  Our  piaa  this  year  it  to  renovate  this  carpeting. 
We  shall  uae  madiinu  for  deaning  a  number  of  these 
mosquee,  instead  of  manual  cleaning,  with  a  vi^  toward 
spreading  this  practice  shortly.  Alto,  we  are  going  to  ran 
a  inotqw  deanlineu  compaition  between  uwqaf  div 
tricts.  Tha  employea  supervising  mosques  which  are 
evaluated  u  dan  will  /  .i.eive  prixet. 

Very  shortly,  a  number  of  major  moaqua  will  be  chosen 
in  each  governonte  to  be  collegiate  mosquea  This 
meant  that  an  equipped  medical  dinie,  a  section  for 
teaching  the  Qur'an,  and  an  ekmcatary  school  for 
itrengthening  ttudostt  in  their  siudia  will  be  set  up  in 
these  aKMquea.  We  will  begin  the  experiment  in  Cairo 
and  then  spread  it  to  the  remaining  governorates. 

The  dtizen  will  find  a  mosque  in  which  to  pray,  a  clinic 
where  he  and  his  family  will  be  truted,  and  an  elemen* 
tary  adtool  for  teaching  the  Qur’an.  At  you  uy,  the 
ffloaque  will  confoat  private  kstom  and  the  rise  in  the 
price  of  trutmenL 

(Question)  What  is  the  role  of  the  Ministry  of  Awqaf  in 
correcting  the  erroneous  ideaa  of  tome  young  people? 

(Answer)  We  have  set  up  a  "Youth  Administration’’  in 
the  Ministry  of  Awqaf  under  the  general  director  of 
mosques.  We  are  trying  hard  to  make  it  welWtnown 
officially.  It  hat  actually  begun  working  through  youth 
amps  whi^  have  been  established.  We  have  laid  down 
the  working  plan  of  thi«  adminittraticn  in  for  the  next 
Irfiase.  All  of  ita  activity  and  public  are  from  youiig 
univeni^  atadenti  and  workers.  Enliiditened  istamic 
ichoteA  answer  their  questions  and  inquiria  in  order  to 
correct  all  erroneous  ideas  and  beliefk. 

Keviaw  of  Dialosoa  Sympoaia 

t  have  agreed  with  my  colleague;  Mr  SaiWat  al-Sharif,  the 
minitter  of  information,  to  act  up  a  task  force  and 
coordinate  between  Islamic  Kholara  of  the  Ministry  of 
Awqaf  and  the  information  media  as  regards  appropriate 
programs  and  rdigious  courta  to  be  presented  by  the 


auditory  and  visual  media.  We  shdt  guamntM  that 
enlightened  religious  thought  is  carried  on  radio  and 
television,  after  we  have  supplied  them  with  modem 
Islamic  scholars  who  are  specialists  in  the  moat  impor* 
unt  iuua  of  the  hour,  to  that  our  public  can  experience 
true  Islamic  thought  ,  and  the  prttentetion  of  successfitl 
symposia. 

(Questioo)  What  it  the  role  of  the  Minittty  of  Awqaf  in 
relation  to  works  of  charity  and  relief  for  people  of 
limited  income? 

(Antwerl  We  offer  aid,  fttdlities,  and  bans  to  citizens. 
Any  citizen  hat  the  right  to  present  hit  case.  It  will  be 
investigated  by  trustworthy  hands  to  that  what  it  merits 
an  be  determined.  During  this  year  alone,  we  offered  3 
million  pounds  in  aaaittanoe  and  loans,  benefltting 
12,424  dtizeni. 

We  are  now  on  tbe  way  to  attoHihlng  “apprenticeship 
institutes,’’  so  that  asyluma  for  orphans  and  the  needy 
wilt  be  transformed  iato  craft  institutei  We  shall  teach 
them  handicrafts  and  trada  and  help  them  realize  a 
proqxeraus  life.  12937 

ISRAEL 

Jewlsb  Eanifiratloa  Fhwi  USSR  Noted 
150117:5  TH  4W»  IDF  Fadh  In  Htbrfw 
l500GUTlNo*S7 

(Summary)  Some  871  Jews  left  the  Soviet  Unfon  in 
October  but  only  205  arrived  in  Israel.  From  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  year,  6»25l  paopte  were  allowed  to  leave  the 
Soviet  Unkw,  but  only  la549  came  to  Itrael 

lUbbls  io  TcffitotiM  Support  Aj^ 

1501 1426  rW  Avit  AfA  ‘ARIV  in  Hebrtw  /  Sov  F7  p  A6 

(Report  by  Menahem  Rahar) 

(Tat)  Of  the  rabbis  who  live  beyond  tbe  Oreen  Line,  62 
percent  tupp^  the  views  of  Minister  Yoeef  ^pii^ 
who  flavon  eiKoun^ng  Arabs  to  emigrata  without  the 
uie  of  force.  Anmher  15  peieeat  alao  fovor  the  uie 
fora.  Thia  emdrga  flom  a  poll  mcentW  coodu^ 
among  rabbit  beyond  the  Green  Line  and  dtttnbuted  for 
publication  by  Minitter  Shapira'B  office. 

The  poll  was  conducted  a  ahort  time  MO  by  ^  I*"!*! 
Institute  in  Gush  ’Ezyon.  Engirtow  Rabbi  Yiiru’d 
Rozen,  the  director  of  the  Institute,  said  a  queitioBMire 
with  tbe  UUe  The  War  Against  Terrorism"  W  been 

sent  some  time  ago  to  120  rabbis,  beads  of  yesbivas,  and 
religioui  tdwolt  in  Judaa  and  Samaria. 

One  of  the  questions  in  the  poll  dealt  with  effligntion.  At 
tuted,  62  percent  support  eaeouraginf  emiiratlon.  sm 
another  15  percent  also  support  the  uw  of  forte.  Ten 
percent  of  the  interviewees  optoaed  emigration,  nnd  13 
percent  said  it  was  aot  yet  time  to  diKuss  it  Rabbi 
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Rozen  hai  uid  that  what  can  be  learned  flrom  the  poll  it 
that  77  percent  of  thote  supportinf  emigration  are  lab* 
hit,  who  leprtaeat  public  opinion. 

Outstanding  among  those  who  support  the  potitiort  of 
Minister  Shapira  it  former  Knesset  Member  Hanan 
Porat.  In  the  poll,  he  supported  encouraging  emigration 
without  the  use  of  force. 

Minister  Shapira  claimed  that  what  he  meant  was  that 
university  graduates  who  do  not  And  wort  in  their 
professions  and  who  are  directing  their  frustrations  into 
hostile  activity  and  are  inciting  the  Arab  population 
against  Israel  should  be  encouraged  to  emigrate. 

Last  the  MAPAM  younger  generatkm  promised  to 
collect  $20,000  to  **encourage  the  emigration  of  the 
Kahanist  rKist  Minister  Shapira."  They  called  on  the 
National  Religioua  Party  ^roungcr  generation  last  night  to 
condemn  Shapira,  ‘‘who  ia  setting  the  mark  of  Cain  on 
your  brows." 

0147 

Tovlim  Afiecaient  Signed  With  Spnla 
f50fW9  Tel  Aviv  IDF  Radio  in  Hebrew 
1500 ami  Nov 87 

RSummary]  Israel  and  Spain  today  signed  tn  ^peement 
for  the  promotion  of  tourism.  The  agreement  gives  El  Al 
landing  rights  in  Barcdoni^  will  enhance  exebanges  of 
profosiional  informatioa  on  tourism,  and  will  allow  for 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  educational  grants.  The 
agreement  will  also  ptoir^ie  the  sale  in  North  and  South 
America  of  tourist  package  dealt  to  Israel  and  Spain.  The 
Spanirii  tourism  minister  aid  that  this,  the  Ant  agrecs^ 
meat  of  its  kind  ^in  hu  signed  with  another  country, 
leAectt  lit  afAnity  with  hrael  and  the  Jewish  people. 

IVade  AneeawM  Reached  With  Partngal 
443500450  Tel  Aviv  HA  AREJZ  in  Hebrew 
U  Aug  87  p  5 

(Article  by  Den  Sagir,  HA’ARETZ  oorreqiondent:  "Is¬ 
rael  and  Portugal  Agreed  on  e  Customs  Arrangement 
and  Trade  Terms"! 

(Text)  Israel  and  Portugal  have  formulated  an  agreement 
on  the  terms  of  tnde  between  them  in  connection  with 
Portugal  joining  the  European  Market  This  agreement  it 
similar  to  that  concluded  vn’th  Spain:  both  agreementt 
wiH  be  implemented  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

According  to  this  agreement  Portugal  will  grant  Israel  a 
customs  exemption  and  wiN  cancel  import  rtstrictiona 
on  moat  Ismdi  producu  In  exchange,  Israel  will  grant 
Portugal  Common  Market  terms,  excluding  the  list  of 
products  deAned  at  "sensitive,"  such  u  textiles,  food- 
stufTi,  cosmetics,  ieatberware,  plywood,  fibers,  wood- 
free  paper,  Aimiture,  jewelry,  ceramics,  and  glassware. 
With  respM  to  these  products,  it  tvu  ooncluddl  during 


discussions  that  duties  would  be  lowered  gradually  until 
the  end  of  the  traosition  period  on  I  Janua^  1 993,  when 
duties  tnd  restrictions  bdween  ihc  two  nations  would  be 
cancelled  completely. 

Zohar  Peri,  deputy  head  of  foreign  tmde  at  the  Ministry 
of  Industry  and  Commerce  noted  that  during  talks  with 
Portugal  representatives  the  Importance  of  protecting 
textile  products,  with  whirii  the  Portuguese  industry 
competes  with  the  Ismeli  industry,  was  stressed.  At  a 
certain  stage  the  netotiations  reach^  a  deadlock  and,  in 
order  to  preverit  their  breakdown,  it  wu  decided  to 
reach  an  agreement  that  would  include  certain  important 
restrictions  oa  both  parties^  1 1439 


Hlstadnil  Smi  Aptlhetfc  Towird  Dbcrlmbutioa 
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(Article  by  Yehudit  Vinqier.  ‘Cliches  and  The  Emba^ 
rissingTruthl 


(Text]  This  week  the  Histadrut  again  took  out  of  its 
long-term  storage  tht  subject  of  employment  of  Araba 
ftom  the  territoriet.  The  dau  presented  to  the  Central 
Committee  poinu  to  more  than  90,000  Araba  firom  the 
territories  who  work  in  the  Ismeli  economy.  Only  30,000 
are  employed  through  the  Employment  Department  at 
the  Ministry  of  Labor.  There  it  aothingnew  in  this  data. 
Indeed,  there  appears  to  be  a  small  increase  in  the 
number  of  Amba  ftom  the  lerritoriea  who  work  within 
the  green  Kne;  but  the  ratio  of  those  employed  through 
thegovernmeat  and  thoce  "organized"  by  village  leaden 
lemaintAAy-fifty. 

Ftom  a  declarative  standpoint  the  Histadrut  position  on 
this  matter  ia  dear.  Ever  siore  the  days  of  the  Alipment 
adrainiatmtiont  the  Histadrut  hu  requested  that  it  be  in 
charge  of  ensuring  social  righta,  including  proftssionai 
protection,  which  at  kast  on  thenirftce  w«  supposed  to 
reduce  the  pp  between  the  wagn  of  workem  ftom  the 
territorfes  and  those  of  the  Jews.  Now  and  in  the  past, 
from  the  time  of  Levi  Eahkd  as  prime  minister  and  his 
foliowen,  Histadnit  heads  have  demanded  that  the 
Labor  Party  etubfiib  a  position  on  the  iuaa  of  employ* 
meat  of  Amba  firom  the  territories  resulting  itom  the 
polhicai  and  aodai  concepts  of  the  Labor  Party. 

Coaceroing  ideology.  Histadrut  beads  had  no  argument 
with  prime  ministem  ftom  their  patty,  but  the  diilbr- 
eiKxs  of  opinion  focused  oa  the  claim  by  the  political 
echelon  to  the  effect  that  any  attempt  at  organizing 
workers  ftom  the  territorks  within  the  flramework  of  the 
Israeli  Trade  Union  would  be  intcniciad  both  among 
friends  ftom  the  Sodaiiit  Intematnaal  and  political 
elementt  hoatiie  to  Israd  u  an  additional  stm  on  the 
road  toward  annexation  of  the  population  from  the 
territories  to  the  State  of  Israd. 
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Attadis  W  Oritkisn 


On  the  other  hand,  the  Histadnit  it  the  one  that  bat 
absorbed  quite  a  few  attacks  of  critidim  at  the  Interna* 
tiooal  Labor  Orsanization,  owing  to  the  gap  in  eondi- 
tioni  and  the  wage  level  between  workert  (torn  the 
territoriea  and  Itiielii  The  Hittadrut’t  demand  that 
proibtsional  auperviaion  of  Arabs  fiom  the  tetritories  be 
its  respontibility  does  not  stem  only  front  their  concern 
for  the  Arabs*  wcUbre.  For  all  practical  purposes  it  was 
they  vrho  ciestroyed  the  Histadrut’t  impressive  achieve¬ 
ments  in  tlie  commiction  sector  and  oiio  threaten  sim¬ 
ilar  destruction  of  the  food  and  textile  sectors,  which  do 
not  demaid  special  professional  skills. 

.  •  *  ■ 

The  other  aspect  of  the  demand  to  transfer  the  handling 
^  Arabs  fVom  the  territories  to  the  Histadrut  is  finandal. 
If  the  money  for  locta]  sllocations  were  poured  through 
the  pension  fonds  of  construction,  food,  and  service 
wocfceis  into  hs  tilL  perhaps  it  would  be  possible  to 
reduce  f  1  svbstaatial  rates,  for  example,  the  collapse  of 
the  pen- km  fond  for  constructioa  workers.  Moreover, 
cutbing  cheap  labor,  which,  in  foct,  means  lowering 
wages  ror  Jews  as  well,  or  a  lack  of  a  chance  for  Jews  to 
get  work  in  construction,  food,  service,  and  agrkultural 
aectors,  even  if  they  wanted  to,  would  help  the  Histadrut 
to  incretae  wages  as  part  of.  sectorial  sfreements. 


In  actuality.the  Histadrut  did  very  little  to  advance  the 
demands  it  tnunpeted  more  than  once.  Two  yean  ago 
the  Hittadrul  of  Construction  Woricers  promised  vigor¬ 
ous  actions  toeradieate  unoigaaized  labor.  It.eaublished 
patrol  unitt,  held  isolated  demonttiations  for  show,  and 
Ml  silent  at  before.  Cid'on  Ben  Israel,  who  ofileiated  at 
the  administration  of  the  International  Labor  Organiaa- 
tkm  for  a  number  of  years,  managed  to  penuade  the 
organ^tibn  td  place  the  trahsfor  of  the  handling  of 
Anba  firom  the  territories  to  the  Histadrut  under  its 
patronage  for  a  year.  The  executive  committee  wu 
ooaviaoed  that  the  interference  of  the  International 
Labor  Organixation,  which  is  part  of  the  UN  Organiza¬ 
tion,  tmuM  constitute  pressure  on  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  fo  change  its  poaition. 


In  practice  no  change  has  taken  place.  Indeed,  the 
Histadrut  eitJc^  a  rmlar  income  amounting  to  1  per¬ 
cent  of  the  fonds  of  social  differentials  of  organized 
woricen  from  the  tcsritories.  The.  moaey  it  transferred 
into  its  till  through  the  Miaistty'of  Labor  according  to 
the  “orgaflizatibaal  fee**  dhuse,  hut  tvofkers*  unions  do 
little,  if  snytiring,  to  justify  die  receipt  of  this  rsoney.  The 
Histadrut,  ss  one  who  lays  daimt  to  the  crown  of  a  eocial 
movement,  hardly  liili  a  finger  to  eradicate  the  outright 
diigraoe  of  emplo^ng  workers  from  the  territories  under 
sbamefiil  conditions  throughout  the  state.  Just  as  it  does 
not  get  too  exdted  over  the  implications  of  the  disgrace, 
fill  encounter  between  these  wbrken  and  residents  of  the 
Sut^ 


Horror  Story 

In  Tel  Aviv  a  horror  story  is  told  sbout  an  owner  of  a 
well-known  rettauram,  who  employed  a  detective  to  find 
out  which  of  his  Arab  employees  stole  food  productt  and 
was  stunned  to  lesm  through  hidden  cameras  that 
kitchen  workert  spit  Into  the  food,  urinated  into  it,  and 
even  masturbated  into  pots.  Whether  thii  uory  is  abso¬ 
lutely  or  only  partly  tn^  there  it  no  doubt  that  it  is  an 
indicator  of  the  harsh  fodings  retulting  from  the  encoun¬ 
ter  between  workers  from  the  territories— who  need  Jobs 
within  the  green  line  at  any  costi-and  Jews  who  buy 
their  services. 

Several  years  igo  the  Histadrut  establiriied  a  ttommittee 
for  HTairt  concerning  Arabs  from  the  territories,  which 
was  haded  by  Yltzhaq  Oil'sdi,  soeretary  of  the  Hitta- 
dnit  of  Mettl  and  Bectronic  Woricen.  Cil'adi  k  not 
among  the  upper  ranks  of  Ibe  Histtdrut,  and  the  trade 
union  which  he  heads  k  not  probtematic  among  the 
trade  unions  butt  by  the  cmpfoyment  of  cheap  workers. 
These  coosideiations  did  not  botker  the  upper  ranks. 
This  week  Giradl  was  aUe  to  repeat  the  ch'che  claiming 
than  aecretaria  of  trade  unkmt  at  woricen*  counctls  must 
see  to  it  that  the  employer  supplements  the  rights  to  tl» 
payments  and  social  conditions  given  by  the  payroll 
de^ment  of  the  employment  service.  Thk  is  throwing 
sand  in  the  eyes,  beause  without  a  mttsive  Huuadnit 
action  nothing  will  be  done  in  practice. 

The  HkUdrut  now  ptomisra  to  intensify  pt^  at  work 
plnm  in  order  to  ascertain  where  uno^nirad  worken 
from  the  territoria  are.  A  model  eaaininntion  nto 
be  held  at  a  number  of  woric  pinea  with  reg^  to  the 
operation  of  the  law  and  labor  agreements,  iaduding  the 
mt&imum  liw.  Arab  rcpreieniitivef  from  the  Ccn- 
tral  Qmmlttee— Yusif  Qnir’sh  and  Nnwwnf  Maslahak— 
will  join  the  Oil'adi  Committee. 

Only  those  who  ate  not  fomtiiar  with  the  dedstons 

adopted  oa  thk  subject  in  the  past  can  pin  thdr  hoptow 
the  new  dedsions  adopted  by  the  central  committee  this 
wedc.  The  naked  truth  k  that  the  matter  does  not  seem  to 

truly  obiine  Histadrut  heads  to  toll  up  their  tkevra  and 
mobilize  tb^  otgantzaiional  and  political  ability  in 
order  to  change  the  reality. 

Off  the  recoid,  Histadrut  heads  place  the  responsibiUty 
for  the  lack  of  any  action  on  the  Likud,  ckiming  that 
Prime  Minkter  Sbimiir  and  hk  predecessor  oppm 
transforring  supervision  of  workers  from  the  territories 
to  the  Histadrut  mainly  in  order  not  to  stiengthen  the 
Histadrut  and  the  Labor  Party  fiom  an  economic  and 
pobticnl  sttndpoint 

If,  indeed,  the  pocttion  of  the  Hisiadrat  had  been  deci- 
elve,  Caesar  would  have  undoubtedly  tried  to  convince 
his  party  institutions.  It  seems  that  both  the  Labor  Party 
and  the  Likud  are  equally  ratisfied  with  the  existing 
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tituMion.  tecause,  if  they  were  not,  the  handling  would 
have  been  dilTerent  and  the  arena  of  labor  relatiohs  and 
the  aocial  arena  would  have  changed. 

11439 


Klbbote  Seada  Sblpaaent  of  Anaored  Vchicka  to 
Sioat!i  Africa 
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£1  Al  Reports  Profit  for  Flical  Year 

442300M  THAvh  YEDtVT AIURONOT  in  Hetnew 
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company'i  first  profit  alter  8  conxcutive  yean  of  kntea. 

The  pre»  conference  yesterday  to  report  on  the  belaace 
sheet,  called  by  El  Al  peneral  manager  Rail  Harkv  and 
the  temporary  receiver,  Attorney  *Amtam  Blum,  foiled 
to  take  place,  after  the  aviation  correspondents  learned 
that  some  of  the  balance  iheet  itemt  had  already 
appeared  in  one  of  the  newspapen.  la  a  majority  vote, 
v«he  newsmen  decided  to  content  themselves  vnth  the 
printed  balance  sheet  distributed  to  them  and  not  to  bold 
the  press  cooferenoe. 

In  the  past  fiscal  year,  El  Al  registered  a  record  turnover 
of  $367  milUoa  The  ooerational  profit  before  finaadng 
eapenses  came  to  $34.9  million.  Tn«  number  of  patten* 
gers  flown  by  the  company  in  the  past  fiscal  yev  was  I.S 
million,  winch  means  an  increase  Of  appcMimately  9 
percent  over  the  previous  year.  The  avre^  occupancy 
percentage  on  El  Ai  flighta  came  to  7S.1  percent  in  the 
past  fiical  year,  and  wu  one  of  the  highlit  in  the  world 
of  aviation. 

B  Al  pnfitt  for  fiscal  year  I9M47  am  all  the  more 
impressive  oontlderiag  the  foct  that  in  the  same  year 
lATA-member  international  fliifot  coraptnics  lost  about 
^00  milioa  on  pasaeager  flights. 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  B  Al  will  receive  two  modem  757 
aircraft  whik^  will  be  operated  on  short  and  medrum* 
range  lines.  That  will  mark  the  first  stage  of  a  longterm 
acquisition  prograin,  in  which  some  $1.3  bihioa  will  be 
iavested  in  the  coming  years. 

B  Al  opemtes  four  767  and  two  737  airplanes  that  were 
directly  purchased  by  the  Israeli  govemmenl  and  put  at 
the  disposal  of  the  company.  The  balance  sheet  states 
that  the  arrangements  for  paying  the  service  foes  for  the 
planet  have  not  yet  been  decided. 

Tethet,  El  Al’t  subsidiary  for  tourist  services  and  food 
catering,  also  ended  the  fiscal  year  with  a  $1.6  mdlkm 
profit.  General  manager  Hayim  Haham  said  that  the 
profits  expected  for  this  year  will  be  even  higher. 

The  B  Al  balanee  sheet,  whose  cover  page  lists  the  names 
^all  the  company  worf  eri  in  Israel  and  absoad,  will  be 
distributed  to  all  pemonnei  in  the  next  few  days. 
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{Article  by  Arie  Keisel:  “Kibbutz  Armored  Vehicles 
Used  To  Scatter  Demonstmtiont  in  South  Arrica“l 


(Text)  At  the  end  of  the  past  week,  the  Israeli  police 
exhibited  three  new  armor^  vehicles  designed  for  scat* 
tering  demoBStntions.  The  arlnored  vehides  were  man* 
ttfoctured  at  Kibbutz  Bet  Alfo.  Five  such  armmed  vehi* 
dies  were  recently  sent  from  the  kibbutz  to  South  Africa 
in  a  special  thipmeht  There,  as  is  known,  they  do  not 
serve  for  decorative  purposes.  Mahy  of  the  blacks  dem* 
onslrating  fo  the  streets  of  Johaanesbuig  and  Pretoria 
have  been  dispersed  with  the  aid  of  those  amtored 
vehides,  which  bear  the  none  too  prominently  dMayed 
logo  MADE  IN  ISRAEL 

Not  everyone  at  Bet  Alfo  was  emhusiastic  about  it  In 
Act,  a  storm  arose  at  the  kibbutz.  “Tkia  export  has  had 
a  severe  effect  on  some  of  our  leftist  memben,“  said 
kibbutz  srcrctary  Wore  Alonl.  This  “military  export"  of 
what  the  kibbutz  members  reftr  to  u  the  “artillety  gun," 
wu  profittbie.  On  the  other  hand,  the  kibbutz  has  leftists 
aanong  its  members,  and  their  views  must  be  taken  into 
coniideratiott  toa  The  storm  bu  aot  yet  died  down.  At 
kibbutt  meetings,  many  people  sated  that  they  will  not 
agree  that  the  kibbutt  plaat,  located  in  the  heart  of 
Yizre’d,  should  oontiaue  to  cell  a  vehicle  of  such 
violent  potential  to  totalitarian  oountrieaand  repressive 
r^mes. 

In  the  wake  of  the  kibbutz  members*  protests,  itt  eoon* 
omisu  paqped  that  the  idaology  governing  a  kibbutz 
society  must  be  in  tome  way  taken  into  ucounl  too. 
Piindplm  such  u  equality  and  democracy,  fur  example. 
Consequently,  it  wu  decided  aot  to  uport  ya  ijm"  to 
totalitarian  rqtaet.  Eacenc  that  the  dedtioa  did  not 
prevent  the  shipmeat  Of  the  first  five  "mot"  to  South 
Africa.  The  revenue  fiwm  this  was  $80,000,  which  went 
straight  from  the  pocket  Of  the  white  apartheid  govern* 
ntent  into  the  kibbutt  pocket 

The  active  production  of  "the  gun"  began  at  the  kibbutt 
3  years  ago,  when  a  locat  engineer  oomptet^  M  ptans 
for  a  vehi^  for  acattering  demonttrationa.  Before  that. 
Bet  Alfo'i  trailers  plant  wu  manufacturing  fire  engkies. 
Uter  it  alao  bulk  all  the  anaored  "Brinks"  vchidu  used 
totraasport  money.  The  pimt,  which  mpfoy*  23  people, 
bcame  profitable  and  made  a  name  for  itidf. 

And  then  came  the  idu  of  manufheturing  the  "gun."  The 
plant  people  were  eathuiiattic.  There  wuno  need  tobuy 
know4ww  from  Nicaragua  or  Chile.  Everything  wu 
indigtnOua.  There  are  enough  denwnstratioM  in  Israel 
to  provide  production  knowJww.  The  dcvelopnient 
began. 
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The  “gun’*  b  an  armored  vehicle  that  comes  in  vaxiout 
sires  and  is  manned  by  a  team  of  four  or  five  men, 
Spending  on  the  tire  of  the  deiaonttraiion.  There  is  a 
driver,  a  commanding  ofTicer,  and  two  to  three  opera* 
tori.  Those  are  the  “fiahteri." 

The  vehicle  can  lie  loaded  with  gat,  (bam,  or  water 
Mended  with  a  dye  that  ttids  io  the  clothes  and  skin, 
thus  making  it  easiM’  for  the  army  or  police  to  identify 
partklpaatt  aAer  the  derttoiistmtion. 

Giom  Aloni,  the  kibbutt  secretary,  uyt  that  the  “gun’s" 
big  advantage  b  that  it  sends  “pultea,"  meaning  that  it 
has  a  firini  thythm.  The  rhythm  can  be  adjusted  by  the 
vehide’t  commanding  officer  "You  can  select  your 
target  aad  fire  whatever  ammunition  ybu.mnt  Can  it  be 
btai,  you  ait  asking?  1  do  rice  think  so.  I  have  hot  been 
flrtd  upon,  but  I  d^nitely  think  that  it  b  not  a  fatality* 
pr^ucing  weapon." 


(Answer]  We  will  not  tell.  It  has  been  decided  that  we 
would  not  sell  to  Qile,  Nicaragua,  or  any  totalitBrian 
regime.  We  will  not  allow  detnonstrationi  of  blacks  or 
any  other  minority  lo  be  scattered  with  our  guns. 

[Question]  What  about  the  tenritories? 

[Answer]  The  IDF  haa  shdwii  interest.  They  have  already 
come  and  aeen.  No  orders  have  been  placed  yet,  but  we 
hope  that  Ihw  will  be.  I  dd  not  eapect  that  to  |»ic  any 
pr^iem.  True,  the  plant  ia  not  popular  with  the  Kibbutt 
Movement,  and  guns  such  as  this  or  other  types  arc 
definitely  problematic,  bui  we  can  live  vrith  it. 
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Meir  Kah«ne*s  Kakh  GMi  Cam*  Deucribed 
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[Question]  What  do  you  think  about  tear  gas? 


eswer]  It  does  not  kill.  As  I  said,  we  can  fire  gas  or 
iffl  in  varibua  colors,  which  adds  lo  the  effective 


scattering  of  the  demonstiatton. 


Atoai  aayt  that  the  kibbutt  has  nothing  to  beashamed  of. 

“What  do  people  want?  The  i^nt  It  profiuble,  and  there 

are  demonttratiom  that  have  to  be  dbpentd.  So  far,  the 
Israeli  police  has  purchased  three  ‘guns,*  two  satali  om 
and  one  “mini.’  Pictares  of  the  ’gunt,*  painted  in  the 
colocsof  the  IsmeU  police,  appeared  in  last  week’s  press. 


[Article  by  Arie  Bender  “KAKH  Girii  Camp:  Mareh^ 
forties,  and  Everything  that  the  Boys  Learn,  ExcepC  for 
Firearms  Training"] 


(Text]  A  merry  group  of  young  girb. 
ikirts  and  yellow  btotmea  addrned  with  the  lymW  rfihe 
denched  fist,  was  Seated  on  the  lawn  of  the  field  school 
at  *Ofta.  Led  by  a  woman  instrucsor,  they  sang  the 
“Kingdom  of  Hermon"  and  "Let  R^"/*^** 
another  youth  camp  flill  of  youthfbl  ton  arid  gaJe^. 
This,  however,  is  not  just 

girls  of  the  Kakh  movement,  fWtoweia  of  Rabbi  Kahane 
and  hb  teachings. 


"The  plant  hai  done  good  staff  work.  They  have  pre¬ 
paid  colorAil  cataloguea  listing  one  by  one  the  advan* 
taget  of  the  Itmell  export  vehicle.  The  French  received 
them  with  enthusiatm.  Two  *guna’  are  in  the  pre^  w 
bciM  built  fbf  the  French  police.  A  dcle^tson  of 
policemen  cam*  to  Bet  Alft  a  few  months 
touftd  the  mod^  fadlitki  and,  after  tome  initial  wee^ 
liciim,  they  became  enthuiiwtlc  about  the  IwacJi  prod- 
net  It  would  aecm  that  our  reputation  n  still  good. 

Aloni  says  that  the  plant  has  begun  an  advcitiiing 
campaign  in  Europe.  The  British  are  now  the  taigei*  and 
they  have  alita^  studied  ibC  prospecmi,  “1  think  Uiat 
there  will  be  grciit  demand  for  the  ‘gun/  because  it  is 
Inezpensitt  and  is  a  very  successftil  Israeli  dcvcloth 
ment.” 

(Question)  And  the  kibbutz  has  no  problems  about  the 
armored  vehicle? 

f  Answer!  No.  We  have  n6  problem.  If  we  had  ah  order 
from  Chile,  that  might  pose  a  problem. 

(Qacftion)  And  if  there  will  be  such  an  order? 


Anyone  adio  expected  to  find  1^  yowig 
hooves  and  Iwm  was  mistaken.  The  giiiaajtp^ 
nice,  and  ao  are  their  young  lastnictofii.  Only  the  pr^ 
gram  ia  different  **Our  girla  have  a  moat  imporianl  role 
to  pUy,  bMuae  they  will  be  the  home  ®thicaiiw  the 
ediStort  of  the  fliture  geaeratioo." 

•Ozii  proudly.  In  older  to  prepare  them  fx  that  the 

girlt  wider®  a  tpOcial  proew  «  *2* 

and  unite  wcm.  A  team  of  iiatitictois  led  ^  an  A«i^ 
can*borti  young  man,  Mikd  Bea-Ya’a®v,  ladoctnastet 
them  with  the  Kakh  Meotofy  and  teachings 

The  ideological  vtn  it  due  of  thS 

rirla’  fbrmatloo  process.  Howevef,  leam^ 

alone  is  not  enough.  “Thegitb  leant 

boys  did;  the  enphaiit  n  on  devotion  a^  ielf*i^fic^ 

on^tingtor  Isrid  and  bwMiiii  the  0«»<e' 

ttya  Mike  the  taaliueiof.  The  bw 

op  u^er  invcstigaik)fi»  hO(wtoe\4dcmllitaiy  and  pol^ 

t^ocks  and  M  forth.  Mike  reftiw  to  go  into  t^ 
detaib  of  the  girti’  training  pregiw.  but  te  ^mltt  thw 
they  go  00  exhausting  matches  ni^l  yrtiesfitadorien* 
tttioa  trips,  etc.  “Everythini  that  th#  boys  learn,  ex«^ 
tor  fireamt  tiaininj^^  Mike.  The  young  ^ 
Kakh  have  learned  their  leston  from  ihe  •1*1?**''* 
liciiy  that  accompanied  the  boju’  camp.  "We  do  ne«  like 
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Uk  press.  You  tit  dessro>int  our  camp,**  they  said 
an^ly.  There  it  nothing  illepi  about  their  prograni  of 
acttvitiet,  although  it  would  displease  many. 

The  g;ris  live  in  two  rooms  of  a  well  kept  hostel.  During 
their  stay  at  the  crjnp,  they  are  trained  in  self-defente. 
“We  teach  them  how  todefM  thetnsdves  If  attacked  ^ 
an  Arab  in  the  Old  City,"  explaint  Mike,  walking  around 
the  grounds  with  a  powerthi  walkie-talkie.  Every  ftw 
minuter  the  voice  of  the  party  tpokctroaii,  Barah  Mand 
of  the  party’s  oflicet  in  Jerusalem, '  cornea  throudi 
requesting  updates.  Yesterday  around  ntidnigbt,  the 
had  a  surprise:  a  night  sortie  under  the  leadership  of 
Mike,  Nati,  and  a  few  other  Kakk  youths,  one  of  them 
armed  with  an  Uss  submachine  gun  (nr  saflity.  Yesterday 
the  gith  took  a  trip  to  Ma’yan  Hashiio’ali  In  store 
them  tonight  is  the  culminating  point  of  thdrshort  camp 
^tat^— 4  days  altogether— a  lecture  by  the  party  leader. 
Rabbi  Meir  Kahane,  and  one  by  former  Prisoner  ofZion 
Ya*aqov  Levin.  • 

Only  seven  girts  and  a  woman  instructor  came  lo  the 
camp.  Mike  aays  that  aiwther  IS  girts  will  join  tomor¬ 
row.  According  to  Bamh  Marael,  an  additional  group  of 
girts  wu  in  a  similar  program  at  another  location. 
ToliigM,  the  camp  girts  were  scheduled  to  present  their 
objectives  before  the  media.  The  people  of 'Ofia  are  nM 
particuiarty  happy  about  the  presence  of  the  Kakh  young 
permie.  When  he  first  heard  about  the  existence  of  the 
camp  within  the  perimeter  of  his  settlement,  secreuiy 
Yehuda  Dinar  reacted  with  arnaxenieiit  aad  aaid,  “There 
has  never  bees  and  there  wifl  never  be  iny  such  thing.” 
Later,  however,  after  meeting  with  the  instnictois  and 
the  trainees,  he  amended  hia  tone  somewhat  and  nid: 

“  ‘Ofra  does  hot  identify  with  the  camp.  We  do  not  host' 
them  and  they  are  not  our  guests.  The  ’Ofta  academy  is 
a  oompietdy  autonomous  institution.  The  Xskh  young 
pMpie  booked  slewing  accommodations  with  us,  cater¬ 
ing.  and  a  classroom,  Ws  accepted  them  u  wo  would 
accept  anyone  else.  Had  we  known  about  their  coming 
beforehand,  we  would  have  taken  n  stand,  but  we  did  not 
know.” 

Immediately  after  learning  about  the  presence  of  the 
young  Kakh  hromben  within  the  settlement,  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  ’Ofra  hastened  to  check  out  their  training  pro¬ 
gram:  ”1  exann'ned  the  program  and  law  that  it  did  not 
include  any  weapem  training. '  Most  of  the  program 
foaunes  lectures.  I  $ee  no  probleffl  with  the  program.” 
Neverthd^  it  appeared  that  the  preaenoe  or  the  Kakh 
young  people  at  *0(11  caused  leariitraeni  among  tome  of ' 
the  inlabitants.  One  of  them  told  MA'ARIV  that  the 
academy  prihcipiU  had  received  letters  flora  people 
leqaesting  him  to  ensure  that  the  Kokh  young  people  do 
not  reoeiVe  fircams  training  within  ‘Ofra.  The  manager 
of  the  youth  hostel  taid  that  he  was  going  to  request  the 
Kakh  people  not  to  have  Rabbi  Kahane’t  lecture  at  the 
hostel.  Tonight,  the  girts  were  scheduled  to  have  a 
bonfire,  and  the  next  morningthey  were  leaving ‘Ofra  on 
atrip. 


”1  can  state  that  the  police  investigation  is  not  over  yet, 
but  it  is  nesring  its  conclusion,  and  the  police  have  not 
found  anything  illega]  there,”  said  ifolice  Minister 
Hayim  Ba^Lev  on  Suiiday  on  the  Voice  of  Israel,  in 
connection  with  the  Kakh  youth  summer  camp.  The 
minister  stressed  that  in  his  opinion,  the  photograph  that 
wu  published  in  the  nev^per,  of  a  young  man  holding 
a  weapon,  did  not  constitute  any  violation  of  the  law. 


Mystic  Cults  It  GalUct  Cambuttod 
44230046e  TWAvIr  YEDI’OT AHARONOT in  Hebrew 
20  Aug  87  p  12 

IText)  The  Yad  Le'ahim  organoation,  whidi  combats 
proaelytiation,  requested  all  the  members  of  the  Jewish 
Agency’s  boards  of  trustees  in  the  United  Sutes  and  all 
the  leadera  of  American  Jewish  organizations  to  send 
thousands  of  liters  of  protest  to  the  luw  leadership 
against  granting  land  in  the  Oalfiee  to  raystie  sects. 

The  problem  begin  when,  aocording  to  Yad  Le'thim 
memberi,  threa  outpoats  in  the  Galilee,  which  are  su|v 
ported  by  the  Jewish  Agency  tnd  tl>»  government,  were 
inhabitied  by  members  of  mystic  socts.  By  appealing  to 
organizations  nbroad,  the  Yad  Le'ahim  raemben  hope  to 
bring  pablic  pressure  to  bear  on  halting  the  settlement  of 
theoutpoiti. 

Organizatioo  activists  in  the  north  claim  that  two  of  the 
settlementa  are  inhabited  by  meditation  groups^  and  the 
third  by  members  of  the  Iman  sect.  According  to  tbem. 
Hare  Krishna  people  alto  plan  to  establid)  a  kibbutn-type 
settlement  in  the  north  of  the  country. 


LEBANON 

Uate  PreuMeat  Deecribeu  Efforts  To  Remedy 
Ecewuaic  Griais 

44040001a  London  AL-TADAVVH  In  Anbie 
i‘90et8?pp39^l 

(Aitkie  by  Mayy  ‘Abbud:  ”The  Uprising  of  the  Starving 
Has  Started  in  Ldianon:  Is  a  Revolution  TaktM  Placer 
Antoine  Biiharah  Tells  AL>TADAMUH:  It  Is  uke  the 
Fox  Guarding  the  Chkkea  Coop”] 

(Text]  Serious  crises  whose  Ukes  the  country  hat  not 
witaused  are  raging  ever  imaomie  and  aoctal  condi- 


era  and  people  with  avenge  and  limited  inoomes  and 
their  fhffiilies  with  reel  survatioo.  b  their  gravity  and 
resuha  they  have  started  to  exceed  the  political  and 
security  crisis  that  hu  been  going  on  for  12  years.  Many 
people's  ttbles  today  have  only  ”dry  bread,”  sow  that 
the  price  of  a  kilognm  of  lentils,  for  example,  hu  come 


JPnS-NEA47-096 
10  Norearittr  1907 


17 


NEAR  EAST 


to  100  Lebanese  pounds,  a  kilosram  of  rice  to  110 
pounds,  and  a  packate  of  bread  to  3S  pounds;  a  dish  of 
lentils  and  rice  (the  poor  man’s  neat)  now  costs  more 
than  200  pounds. 


With  respect  to  fuel  and  gasoline,  you  must  wait  a  whole 
day  in  line  to  fill  up  a  tank,  if  they  give  it  to  you,  only  for 
SCO  pounds;  officially  it  it  set  at  290  Lebanese  pounds. 
Oa  top  of  this,  the  prices  of  vepetablet  and  essential 
oonmoditiea  have  come  to  lesemble  the  stock  market, 
opening  at  a  price  and  cfosini  at  a  price,  aside  {tom  their 
fluctuation  (^ng  the  day,  rising,  Ming,  and  disappear^ 
iiq  on  most  oucatkmt.  The  rate  of  uncraployinent  hat 
come  to  40  percent  of  the  total  productive  force,  which  it 
one  of  the  highest  rata  in  tht  world.  In  addition,  the 
incomes  of  the  overwhelming  ngiority  of  Lebanese, 
especially  worken,  tovemmeat  canpk>yces  and  people 
with  limited  incomei,  have  dropped  seriously.  The  min* 
imum  wipe,  relative  to  the  doOir,  has  reached  lets  than 
US  $30  a  month  in  1987,  while  h  came  to  $I8S  in 
1973— bearing  in  mind  that  a  fkmily  of  five  persons 
requires  $130  to  $200  a  month  iuat  to  provide  its 
essential  needs!  Thus  the  index  or  inflation  rose  230 
percent  from  the  fint  of  the  year  to  the  end  of  August, 
since  the  rise  in  prices  hu  come  to  about  300  percent  this 
year. 

fn  the  fhee  of  the  astonishing,  frightening  silence  and 
absence  of  conscience  among  olTkiais  aad  people  who 
have  appointed  themielvts  as  leaden  and  hotaet  over 
the  Lebanese  by  force,  and  in  the  context  of  the  policy  of 
starvation  the  government  is  pursuing,  the  people  and 
the  public  have  exploded.  Men,  women  and  cftildrtn, 
svorkert,  lovemmeot  employees,  and  studena  have  gone 
into  the  sirecla  and  started  the  “hunger  revotution," 
voicing  cries  demanding  loevea  and  g^Kne.  In  eacalat* 
ing  the  movement,  the  General  Labor  Union  has 
decived  the  month  of  September  a  month  of  demonttra* 
tioos,  marehet,  conferences,  end  festivals  in  all  areas  of 
Lebanoii,  concluding  with  a  second  eomprehensive 
natkmal  onion  confereaoe  thal  will  determine  the  plan  of 
action  and  escalation  for  the  next  stage. 


The  moat  important  of  the  union  *1  demands  and  obje^ 
are  aummarised  in  the  condidini  Katca^ni  it 
declared  at  the  end  of  the  flitt  national  union  coafeience 
beldon7May  1987.  Moat  briefly,  they  are  the  following: 


In  the  politicai  area,  a  stand  against  war  and  the  govern* 
ment’s  csonomic  and  social  platform  of  starvation. 

fa  the  general  and  fiscal  areas  of  the  economy,  approval 
of  the  government’s  economic  policy,  to  prevent  coatm- 
u^  a«elerotin|  ooHapee. 

Approval  of  the  government’s  fiscal  and  monetary  poli¬ 
cy,  especially  with  respect  to  the  Bank  of  Lebanon’s  role. 


In  the  social  area  aixi  with  respect  to  the  [stan^rd  of 
living),  rectification  of  wages  in  accordance  with  the 
General  Labor  Union’s  price  development  index  and 
adoption  of  the  moving  wage  scale. 

Importation  of  medicines  by  means  of  tlfo  National 
S^ial  luauranoe  Fund  and  Implementation  of  the 
National  Medicine  Ofllce  project. 

Remedy  of  the  stete  of  medical  care  and  alleviation  of 
the  living  burdens  in  this  area. 

Execution  of  the  law  on  the  cooperative  foodstuffe 
import  olTice. 

Issuance  ofa  lawpennittinf  the  Ministiy  of  Education  to 
let  initallmest  paymenta  for  schools. 

Concentration  and  general  application  of  ordinary 
means  of  tran^rt  and  stimulation  of  transport  by 
railway. 

Unification  of  the  sources  of  housing  losnsAupplying 
them  with  the  necessary  liquidi^,  aiM  movint  t^nl 
siloing  government  and  municipality  open  niida  for 
the  constniction  of  housing  complexes  and  leiling  thm 
at  catefliily  studM  pricea  and  in  manageable  Inital** 
menu. 

Exertion  of  pressure  to  take  deterrent  measures  ^nit 
hoarden  to  Umit  the  price  hikes  of  commodities  for 
urtiuttifled  reasemt. 

AL-TADAMUN-BUSINESS  met  with  the  chaicdsaa  of 
the  General  Uber  Union,  Antoine  Biiharah,  and  talked 
with  him  about  conditions  and  tka  unfonb  friture  mea- 
aures. 

(QuestioaJ  Why  did  you  wait  until  Septemto  to  start 
your  initiative  while  hunger  end  inflation  have  been 
getting  out  of  hand  for  rome  time? 

(Answerl  In  Ibet,  we  dM  not  wah  untfl  Septtmberto  rtart 
demonstrating  and  to  take  action.  We  luirtri  a  long-time 
ago,  throi^  Bumerous  unkm  meetings  and  the 
tloti  of  eocflomic  tad  lodil  pcafninti  lo  1986  ^ 
dedared  Uio  mooth  of  as  a  mooth  of 
three  suges:  the  stage  of  gensral  strike,  t^  stage  of  a 
sit-in,  and  the  itaga  of  demoostratiotts.  Of  ooni^  the 
dernoosuations  were  restricted  beouiae  of  eecu^oon- 
drtioni.  We  are  a  force  tor  pteanre,  no*  «  armed  ftrcfc 
We  believed  that  national  actiott  of  this  n^Hude,  ^ 
such  importance,  must  not  just  be  restricted  to  we 
General  Labor  Union  but  must  include  the  people  who 
have  been  banned  by  the  war.  Thwetore  we  have 
Mieved  in  the  need  to  establish  a  tuuooaJ  conference 
which  wai  include  all  the  desses  of  the  people  invoNrt 
sfid  occvpatkmi.  The  confcreoce  wet  to  be  held  in 
Janutry,  but  wu  posiponed  to  May  w  thji*  ^ 
oiianize  it  and  find  a  proper  placo  fof  all  daisca  of 
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(x^le.  The  flrst  conference  took  place,  Beibre  the  con- 
VI  ning  of  the  confierence»  ttriket  occurred  that  involved 
alt  areat  of  Lebanon  and  asserted  the  Lebanese  people’s 
oohesioa  and  tefuul  to  apinilate  and  die. 

{Question]  You  previously  held  a  number  of  demonstra- 
tionsandstrikes  that  did  not  lead  to  any  results.  Officials 
did  not  respond,  and  the  people  were  no  longer  interest¬ 
ed,  since  the  day  of  the  strike  turned  into  a  holiday  and 
day  of  rest  u  fhr  as  many  people  were  concemed! 

[Answerl  Basically  our  strikes  and  our  movement  are 
agsinsl  the  government,  since  the  government  does  not 
exist  and  the  government  hat  no  conscience.  So  far,  I 
have  not  sensed  a  national  conscience  on  the  part  of  any 
of  them  that  might  cause  them  to  act.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  many  prablemt  standing  in  the  eitisens’  way: 
there  it  the  proUem  of  the  occupation  of  a  nation,  the 
problem  of  the  change  of  government,  the  problem  of 
economic  collapse,  the  proMem  of  future  planning  that  is 
lacking,  the  problem  of  the  L^anese  people  who  have 
lost  flulh  in  their  country.  All  these  problems  that  are 
fkcing  ns  do  not  make  our  road  easy.  Our  road  is  more 
diillculi,  we  have  chosen  it,  and  we  know  that  it  is  a  long 
one.  Thereibre  we  ourtdvea  are  oeatii^  hope  in  the 
spirit  of  the  people  instead  of  the  politicians,  who  have 
engendered  oespidr  and  renunciation  of  the  notion  and 
the  pound.  Although  if  another  country  had  the  eco¬ 
nomic  indketon  that  Lebanon  has,  the  pound  would 
have  beoi  in  its  beat  eondhioB:  nonethekas,  unfbrtu- 
nately,  the  political  dement  is  what  is  putting  pressure 
on  the  pound  end  making  people  lose  their  hope  in  the 
nation.  Since  the  pound  is  one  of  the  most  important 
symbois  of  the  notion  end  the  government,  it  will  be 
adbcted  all  these  thinga  The  problem  in  ittdf  b  very 
great,  and  it  requires  hiith  oa  the  part  of  all  of  ua  so  that 
we  will  be  able  to  continue  efTorta  and  rectify  what  is 
wrong.  We  have  ended  the  verbal  war  and  the  war  of 
uiont.  We  mutt  go  out  into  the  street  and  express  our 
protest  and  disagreement  with  what  isgoingon.  Wemust 
express  our  view  without  having  the  cold  frighten  us. 
That  is  what  we  are  working  for. 

(QuestionI  What  did  you  mean,  that  all  the  demonstra¬ 
tions  that  have  occurred  and  are  occurring  have  not 
attaint  results?  Does  this  mean  that  the  people  and  the 
labor  forces  have  no  voke  or  echo? 

(Answer]  Not  at  ail.  The  strikes  have  led  and  are  leading 
to  a  very  important  result,  because  there  is  no  force  in 
Lebanon  shat  can  get  all  of  Lebanon  moving  as  the 
Oeneral  Labor  Union  does.  This  is  a  great  victory.  You 
are  creating  solidarity  among  people.  Thus  you  are 
openly  stressing  that  there  is  a  coherent  people  that 
aspires  to  life  and  deserves  it.  The  result  it  aot  just  • 
matter  of  fooA  drink,  and  sleep.  It  is  national  efTiiiation, 
it  is  identity.  We  are  not  a  goverameni  or  an  armed 
force.  We  are  a  force  for  pressure.  The  strikes  and 
demonstretions  have  not  done  anything?  That  it  not 
true.  They  have  created  national  solidarity.  They  have 


kd  to  things  that  we  consider  secondary  and  do  not  talk 
about,  such  as  the  rectification  of  wages,  the  correction 
of  family  compensation,  and  the  reform  of  the  tax  law. 

(Questknl  What  are  your  movement’a  bask  goals? 

[Answer]  Our  bask  goals  are  to  request  the  government 
to  carry  out  the  cconomiC4x)cial  program  the  national 
conference  presented,  whkh  we  consider  the  radical 
solution  foe  the  remedy  of  economic  colltpse.  We  have  a 
position  against  the  government's  policy  of  starvation. 

[Question]  In  the  event  the  government  does  not 
respond  to  your  demands,  whm  will  the  escalating 
measures  get? 

(Answer]  It  it  the  national  coaferenca  that  will  detemiae 
eveiything  in  this  regard.  Everythini  will  be  declared  at 
ht  time. 

(Question]  Are  you  requesting  support  from  the  parties 
and  people  with  ck  facto  influence? 

[Answer]  In  prindpk  we  are  esvrying  out  social  action 
and  are  deauinding  to  have  an  opinion  regarding  every¬ 
thing  that  b  related  to  economic  and  social  issuei  The 
opinions  of  otheis  are  their  businest,  and  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them.  Each  of  ua  has  hit  own  field. 
People  vriio  do  not  like  our  movement  mutt  offer  solu¬ 
tions  to  the  problem.  However,  to  for,  things  are  deteri¬ 
orating  and  no  one  has  given  the  solution  that  we  need. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  there  b  a  force  oa  the  ground  that 

hu  its  own  opinions  and  idana,  and  we  also  have  our 
approaches  and  plan.  I  bcHmv  that  an  the  political  forces 
on  the  ground  respect  the  Oeneral  Labor  Uniool  opin¬ 
ions  as  much  as  the  union  respeds  ib  own  opiniont  The 
proof  is  the  telegrams  of  support  and  afllrmation  ftom  a 
brge  number  m  parties.  Indeed,  a  number  of  these 
parties  have  celled  for  the  marches  and  demonstrations 
and  have  carri ed  them  out,  and  our  suvgsk  will  continue 
until  the  distinction  between  the  obiter  and  the 
exploited  is  esiabibbed. 

[Question]  With  respect  to  the  issue  of  subskUting  fuel, 
the  government  tays  that  with  the  dimliiatioo  of  subsi¬ 
dies  the  necessary  sums  win  be  avaibbte,  and  sodai, 
health,  and  medical  servket  will  be  provided  free  m 
eha^  Vlfoy  are  you  against  the  elimination  of  subsi¬ 
dies? 

[Answer]  With  all  due  reflect  to  the  government,  we  no 
longer  believe  it.  Prices  have  changed  more  than  four  or 
five  timei  In  the  pari  it  prtxnised  us  soeW  airf  health 
services  a  number  of  times,  and  we  are  still  waiting.  All 
this  it  endku  talk,  which  we  no  kmger  beHeve.  The 
problem  b  not  the  issue  of  subsidies;  rather,  the  issue  of 
the  pound  b  the  problem.  Let  them  improve  the  status  of 
the  potnid,  and  we  will  no  longer  be  in  need  of  subsidies. 
Setting  the  price  of  foci  always  gave  the  treasury  income; 
idiy  it  no  longer  derive  income  ftom  that?  This  is 
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•oraetliiagthai  hat  been  bappenini  for  tome  ytart»  while 
(here  now  it  ■  Ion  becaute  there  hu  been  a  wute  of  the 
Ueitury’t  money.  There  it  a  deficit  in  the  budset  there 
it  mitminasement  in  the  pvernment.  Financial  invetN 
meat  priorities  are  not  being  made  in  a  (buibie,  benefi* 
cial  manner,  but  are  being  wasted— (br  example,  the 
Deveiopnnent  and  Reconsiructioa  Council'i  money, 
which  it  being  watted  on  roadt,  paving  and  walls,  while 
it  ought  to  have  been  invetted  in  hooting,  ibctoriet, 
ho^italt,  tchooU,  and  treat  where  a  productive  and 
aodal  diaracter  exitt.  However,  unfortunately,  we  ^ked 
a  lot  and  exprtsted  oar  obtervationt  on  the  budget  in  the 
dtamber  or  d^utiet  before  the  parliameaUry  finance 
committee,  but  aone  of  thete  obtervationt  were  taken 
into  contidentkm;  father,  they  remained  mere  ink  on 
paper.  They  approved  iUutery,  unreal  budgett,  and  we 
today  are  reapiutbe  fhiitt  of  ike  accumulated  mittaket 
the  i^verament  hu  committed 

Why  mu«  we  tolerate  additiona!  autterky  today  in  a 
aodety  that  hat  been  afflicted  by  wretched  poverty?  For 
whose  uke?  Let  me  atk  the  greatetl  tpecialitt  and 
economic  expert  in  thit  government  if  there  have  been 
any  rcsuitt  from  thit  uutterity.  1  aay  no.  it  will  not  yield 
any  resultt. 

(Quettion)  The  goveroment’t  figuret  tl^  u  vingt  of  the 
pim  of  2  billion  poundt  through  elimination  of  the 
lubcidiet  Ott  gaaoiine  alone! 

fAntwer]  Thou  are  all  inaccartite  figures.  They  have  not 
made  any  cakulatkmt.  We  do  not  accept  thete  fitwet 
and  we  are  not  prepared  to  diacuta  them.  Let  them  be  to 
kiad  u  to  improve  the  condiliom  of  the  society,  to  rtiie 
people's  standard  of  living  and  gradually  "let  Aings 
right."  and  we  win  be  ihankAil  to  them.  Who  it  teUing  ut 
that  a  lankftil  of  gateline  will  not  come  to  $.000  pouudt 
in  2  montht?  Who  it  telling  u  Ihtt  thev  have  not  kfi  th  jt 
lector  to  the  prit'Ste  lector,  ctpecially  In  a  society  that  it 
econoffllcilly  backwtid,  luch  u  the  one  we  ait  h^ng  in 
today?  How  can  people  keep  lc4erating  ucnficet?  Sam- 
fleet  (br  whore  take?  For  the  take  of  people  and  a 
toveratnent  dut  It  watting  money?  When  they  uk  me  to 
pay  1,300  Lebanere  poundt  for  a  tankAil  of  tatoliM,  I 
myself  demand  them  to  ceue  and  desist  giving  frre 
tttotine  to  many  peo^  who  are  not  in  need,  and  we  w^ 
name  them  at  the  right  time.  M'lhey  want  to  save  btnl 
currency,  lei  them  be  to  kind  u  to  obrerve  the  tmbai- 
tadort,  diplomatt,  and  milittiy  and  cuhurd  attai^ 
spread  out  in  all  arcu  of  the  world,  u  if  Lebanon  b  a 
great  country  that  needs  all  this  throng  of  people  who  gel 
dollan  at  the  mte  of  7  to  12  poundtl 

We  no  longer  believe  the  ptombet.  Let  them  ict,  and  In 
the  light  of  the  actloni  and  reriout  intent  In  action  we 
will  hold  diacutshwa  and  talks  with  them. 

Every  day  a  package  of  bread  goes  up  5  poundt  and 
more.  I  a  A  the  minMer  of  economy,  why  does  he  aHow 
there  people  to  control  people  without  intervening? 
What  it  the  ftonction  of  the  Minitiry  of  Economy?  If  they 


cannot  oversee  a  package  of  bread  and  control  its  price, 
what  provisions  nnd  guarantees  are  thete  that  they  are 
talking  about?  It  b  necetury  to  create  strong  manage¬ 
ment  that  can  stand  on  its  own  two  feet,  and  give  ut 
tttured  confidence  to  we  can  believe  it. 

{Question)  What  b  your  opinion  on  having  doliart  held, 
tiocc  everthing  we  buy  we  buy  in  dollan? 

(Answer]  We  are  against  (be  principle  of  the  dollar. 
There  mutt  be  t  law  that  prosecutes  and  punishes 
anyone  telling  and  imposing  hit  rates  in  dollars.  We  are 
ai^nti  the  principle  of  the  “doUariaiion"  of  tire  Leba¬ 
nese  economy,  b^ure  thb  will  link  it  to  fbrei^  cu^ 
rency  and  will  lead  to  the  control  of  foreign  policy  and 
destroy  the  Lebanese  economy.  Therdbre  thb  it  very 
daG^rout.and  at  that  point  we  will  have  abandoned  ow 
true  identity.  1  am  amazed.  Why  hasn't  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  moved?  Although  there  are  dear  bwi  in  this 
r^rd,  however,  not  even  the  courts  have  moved  to  take 
action. 

.  There  mutt  not  be  contracts  in  foreign  currency;  prices 

mutt  not  be  impored  on  the  batb  of  foreign  currency;  w 

eontraett,  prieea,  and  dealingi  amoBg  people  mutt  be  in 
Lebanese  currency;  and  th«  must  be  deetared  mtea. 
Thb  is  the  Ainction  of  the  Minbtry  of  Economy,  which 
we  have  tdked  about  at  length. 

If  the  government  hre  not  been  able  to  perform  Its  inott 
minor  duties  in  overseeing  the  price  ofa  bottle  of  toda  or 
the  pricei  of  bread,  rice,  and  flour,  what  can  it  do? 

(Question)  You  attsuiedly  have  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  dollar  and  the  dolhr  mafii.  Why  doaT  you 
aaaounce  it? 

(Attwer)  What  can  I  rey?  Ifa  like  the  fox  guarding  the 
chiden  coop! 

(Question)  You  are  a  Maronito,  and  your  populari^  it 
strong.  Are  you  running  tt  a  candidate  for  the  presiden¬ 
cy? 

[Answer]  My  position  in  the  General  Labor  Union 
allows  me  to  fulfill  all  nw  aiplrationt,  which  b  that  I 
represent  all  the  people.  On  the  basb  of  thia  prmits,  I 
bcUeve  that  it  b  enough  that  I  perform  my  duty  throi^ 
the  union  and  not  be  diverted  by  there  lasues  by  which 
people  entertain  themrelves. 
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Pro^t  in  Derekvreent  Noted  by  Planaiat 

44040006a  Rlya^  AL^RIYAD  In  Arabic  29Stp$7Rl 

(Excerpt)  Jeddah  (SPA)-Plannlng  Undetse^«nr 
Husayn  Sgini  uid  that  development  planning— whi« 
the  kingdom's  government  has  been  punuing  with  the 
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lutdance  of  the  custodim  of  the  two  holy  pUce*>  King 
Fthd  ib]h>'Abd4l*’Azis,  and  hit  loyal  crown  prince,  hii 
royal  highneu  Amir  ‘Abdallah  ibia>’Abd-al>*Ati2-^as 
achieved  treat  auocesi  and  has  become  an  exemplary 
achtevement  in  the  various  wortd  forums  and  the  ipe> 
cialixed  international  scientific  imtitutiont. 

In  a  sutenent  to  SPA,  SUini  nid  that  the  achievonenu 
accomplished  constitute  a  link  in  the  series  of  develop* 
RMots  in  the  various  regiona  of  the  kingdom. 

Sijini  stressed  that  the  guidance  provided  by  the  custo¬ 
dian  of  the  two  holy  places  and  hit  loyal  crown  prince 
anderltnea  their  resolve  to  develop  tte  Sao<U  citizen, 
leaiixe  his  ambitions,  tatitiy  hit  ne^  and  improve  hia 
standard  of  living.  AH  this,  he  added,  was  and  is  being 
achieved  while  adhering  to  the  princii^  of  the  magnan¬ 
imous  Islamic  Shari'ah  and  while  preserving  Islamic 
values. 

The  planning  undenecrettty  pointed  out  the  distin¬ 
guished  position  the  kingdoa  enfoyt  not  only  locally  but 
alto  internationally  in  many  important  and  vital  Helds. 
This  wtt  attested  to  by  the  Internaliooal  Bank  for 
Reconattuaiao  and  Devdopment  in  its  yearbook  Dr/th 
opment  in  if97,  which  cited  Ihcta  about  devetopment  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia  compared  to  all  the 
nationt  of  the  World,  Including  the  auperpowert  which 
have  been  ahead  of  the  Ua|dM  in  termi  of  develop¬ 
ment  by  ecoret  of  yeara. 

Summing  up  what  the  book  said  about  development  in 
the  klRgdom,  Huteya  SUinl  said  that  the  agricnitural 
lector  in  the  kingdom  mnkt  second  among  all  the 
natfona  of  the  world,  in  that  it  hni  achieved  a  growth  rate 
ofS  perceat  during  the  period  1400-1403  A.H.,  thereby 
overtaking  many  of  the  countries  with  highly  advanced 
technology. 

Sfjini  taid  that  the  kingdom’s  positSon  it  second  amoat 
the  nations  of  the  world  in  terms  of  the  dedining 
mortality  rate.  The  number  of  deatht  has  dropped  firom 
2  percent  of  the  popuIntkM  in  I3SS  A.H.  to  only  .S 
percent  in  1403  A.H..  representing  a  60  per  mtdedine. 
Sijini  attributed  this  to  aoctal  proeperity  and  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  health  lector  m  both  its  curative  and 
preventive  lectort. 

The  World  Bank  yearbook  also  pointed  out  that  the 
kin^m  iea^  moat  of  the  devdo^ng  nationa  in  terms 
of  the  dKkning  child  mortality  rate. 
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Obetadee  Fadnf  Upper  Ynnnik  Project 
Dftcribid 

44040003a  Damakui  AI^WA  WRAH  In  Anbie 
lOJunSTpO 

{Artidc  by  Ahmad  Zayid:  “Upper  Yarmuk  Prcjecl:  Will 
the  Exbiing  Diflicultka  Be  Ovneomer] 


ITextl  The  Upper  Yarmuk  project  »  considered  one  of 
the  vitally  important  agricultural  projects  in  Dsr's  Prov¬ 
ince,  because  this  projecs  aims  at  irrigation  and  storage 
and  at  redamation  of  an  area  of  land  measuring  100,000 
dunams  in  Dar’a,  'Uthman,  Tafat,  al-Yadudah,  Da'il, 
and  Ibu*.  Work  bepn  on  the  project  in  1983  by  drawing 
water  from  Lake  al-Muzayrib  in  order  to  coostnict  a  900 
titer/second  pumping  susion  at  it,  make  use  of  the  water 
raised  Horn  the  Tall  Sbihab  and  al-Ash’ari  pumping 
stations,  and  construct  a  collecting  dam  at  the  al-Kuuy- 
bah  site  to  irrigate  high-altitude  arees  in  Ibta*  and  Da'iL 
Cost  of  the  project  amounts  to  120  million  Syrian 
pounds. 

On  the  project  site,  we  met  Engineer  ‘Imad  Khuii, 
director  of  irrigation  installations,  southern  region 
branch.  He  told  us  that  the  Upper  Yarmuk  project  is  a 
winter  irrigation  project  According  to  the  technical 
spedflations  of  the  project  and  based  on  study  rcprrta, 
the  pumping  stationt  will  work  for  208  days  a  year, 
divided  into  the  following  periods: 

1.  First  phase:  a  period  of  stand-by  and  regular  irrigation 
that  b^as  Horn  8  September  each  year  and  ends  on  7 
Decemben— a  period  of  73  days. 

2.  Second  phase:  a  period  of  accumalating  water  behind 
al-Kutaybah  Dam.  It  begins  fbro  8  December  each  year 
and  en«  on  8  Februaiy  -a  period  of  63  days. 

3.  Third  phase;  a  period  of  apriag  irrigation  that  begiaa 
Bom  9  February  each  year  and  endi  on  21  April->a 
period  of  72  days.  After  this  period,  the  pumps  stop 
working,  while  the  Tall  Shihab  and  al-Ash‘iiri  pumping 
stationa  continue  raising  water.  The  first  twnqiinii  sta¬ 
tion  may  partkipaie  when  needed.  This  period  eontinues 
from2l  April  each  year  and  ends  on  25  September  each 
year  for  irrigating  the  lands  of  the  ai-Muzayrib  area. 

About  tha  length  of  the  waterways,  Engineer  ‘Imad 
lUuri  said: 

I.  The  priactpal  open  waterways  in  this  project  have  a 
length  of  53  km. 

2!  The  secondary  open  waterways  have  a  length  of  23 
km. 

3.  Field  waterways  are  6  km  and  open  distribution 
waterways  30  km— i.e.,  a  totiU  length  of  1 14  lun  for  these 
waterways. 

4.  Secondary  pipe  waterways  have  a  length  of  33  km. 
pipe  distribution  waterways  a  leagth  of  74  km,  and  field 
ones  a  length  of  1 5  km. 

This  is  in  iddition  to  the  construction  of  agricultural 
roa^  beside  the  prindpal  waterways  and  of  field  roads. 
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We  t]io  net  with  Entineer  *Abd4iJ-Mawjud  al>KhtUb, 
who  tpoke  to  us  about  Ute  tiases  of  inplemenution: 
**Wf  have  Mmpieted  the  coBUroction  of  the  three 
required  pumpini  centen  accoidini  to  the  time  sched* 
ufes  rcftstered  with  the  'Ministry  of  Irrisaiion,  in  addi- 
tkn  to  earth  fills.  This  amounts  to  7)  percent  of  the 
scheduled  work.  We  have  also  implemented  50  percent 
of  the  work  of  linint  the  open  waterdounes  with  cca* 
Crete.  Wp  have  irnpimeated  installatioa  of  about  52  km 
of  (atbesioe  and  peinent  water  mains,  equivalent  to  40 
percent  Implementatioa  has  been  compieted  for  the 
pn'acipil  siphon  on  the  drawinf  cinaV  and  of  the  300 
meter  lusptnnded  canal.” 

CoBoeminf  the  difncultiet.  Eaiineer  *AbdHd>Maa^ud 
said:  '‘The  operations  we  are  iiaplementini  in  this 
project  are  ones  that  reqvirethe  special  parts  needed  for 
ash^os  water  mains  and  the  9  km  of  steel  pumpint  lines 
needed  for  the  pumpinf  sutions.  Our  oompiuiy  baa 
contracted  to  import  them.  Another  dHUcttlty  relites  ^ 
in.piementation  of  al-Kutaybah  Dam,  as  we  are  isiii 
awaiting  the  final  technical  opinion  from  the  Mini  Ury  of 
Irrigation.  There  is  also  a  lack  of  specialiaed  man  sower, 
so  that  (the  minisrry)  cannot  guarantee  the  needed  cadre 
of  workers  to  Impiement  the  1937  plans.” 

The  brand'  director  also  spoka  about  the  difflcultiet, 
ttying;”Without  doubt,  our  constmetion  vehkka  on  this 
prcject  arc  operating  an  extended  work  ihift  amounting 
to  1 2  hours  a  day.  They  require  the  nece«ry  spare  parti, 
but  we  generally  find  difficulty  in  obtaining  tbem. 

”We  obaervad  firdm  our  tour  that  tbert  it  a  ibortaie  of 
rt>ecialized  work  forc  %  so  that  the  company’s  general 
administratioo  hat  tratoferied  60  specialiaed  workers 
from  a  branch  in  aMsqqab  Province  to  Dnf’a  to  fill  • 
partial  gap  of  the  general  labor  force  deficit,  so  that  work 
can  continue  on  thia  project,  even  though  this  step  does 
not  give  the  required  yield.  In  addition,  thw  workers 
ate  an  expense  to  the  goverameat  Ir.  iermi  of  oompen- 
uUng  for  transportation  and  guaranteeing  boudng  to  ^ 
General  Compeny  for  Irriplion  Intttllationt.  If  ^the 
company)  obtained  approval  from  the  appropnate 
Buthoritiee  to  hire  aeasonal  workers  fbr  a  short  time  in 
order  to  complete  this  vitally  important  projed,  It  would 
be  better  than  transporting  tny  personnel  from  another 
province. 
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Stady  Shows  Improved  Condtdoaa  tor  Raral 
WcBjeii 

44040002  Ddmaxus  AUWA  WRAH  la  Arabic 
SAug87pS 


The  study  explained  the  importance  of  femile  partkipe* 
tion  in  all  oreat  of  economic,  political,  social  and  cultural 
life,  and  uid  that  the  role  o**  the  Syrian  wonun  hu 
grown  in  accordance  with  the  soeW  and  economic 
development  pltne  and  the  general  itate  policy,  which 
itarted  from  ceretin  basic  standards,  the  most  important 
being  liberating  women  locially  ted  intelkctaally  aad 
providing  them  with  educational  and  employment 
opportunitkt  at  well  as  provkUng  trainirj  and  qualifi¬ 
cation  in  keepint  with  their  nature  and  capabilities.  A 
quidc  review  cf  tM  fburth  and  fifth  $>year  devefopment 
plana  ( I976-I9S3)  dearly  shows  that  bosh  plant  stressed 
the  need  to  attract  women  to  productive  work  and  to 
make  it  poaeible  for  them  to  acquire  the  apcrtise  and 
ikilli  etaential  to  their  work,  in  additioa  to  raitiag  their 
ijdiicationai  level,  diversifying  their  skills,  and  other 
basic  strategic  principles  ddled  for  by  the  ak)ve>men- 
tioned  plane.  Such  gohls  derive  from  the  theoretical 
prindpiet  of  the  Arab  Sodaliet  Bath  Party,  which  hai 
conoeraed  itself  with  liberating  rural  woom  tod  provid¬ 
ing  the  objective  dreuimianoes  which  will  free  them 
from  badewgrd  customt  and  traditioni. 

Rural  women  have  received  particular  attention  recent¬ 
ly,  vs  part  of  a  general  tread  towards  developing  the  rural 
sector  and  rural  industries,  improving  the  standard  of 
living  In  rural  society,  aad  pravidipg  the  services  whiA 
are  needed  to  bond  the  rural  dtixen  to  his  land  aad  his 
work,  so  that  he  can  play  his  true  role  in  building  our 
advanced  sodalist  aodety. 

Sutistici  indicate  that  about  half  the  country's  women 
live  in  rvral  areas;  ia.  31.5  percent  of  the  countnr's 
women  live  in  the  countryside  as  opposed  to  49.S 

percent  fat ’vbuii  areas.  In  our  society,  the  countmromen 
have  suffbred  greatly,  and  have  been  deprived  of  various 
opportrnitiet  which  ia  the  past  had  been  available  to  the 
men  but  which  the  women  have  not  yet  acquired.  Th^ 
eontiAUAl  effbris  must  be  mido  to  devstop  this 
k^,  important  aector  and  give  it  priority.  Developing 
rural  women  neaaa  devdopiag  rural  aoei^  as  a  wl^. 
and  bringing  it  to  a  mors  advanced  stage.  By  develop* 
ment.  we  mean  ehaning  the  wonien’e  mentality  and 
their  view  of  their  role  in  society,  and  expanding  their 
tardcipatioa  in  all  political,  social  and  economic  a^ 
Wonea’a  muat  not  be  limited  to  raising  chikiten 
and  managiim  tha  home,  but  nuti  go  beyond  that  to 
pablk  work,  Including  political  work. 

Hereweahall  prtseal  a  general  overview  of  the  situation 
of  rural  women  aad  the  chtngea  whidi  have  talra  pl^ 
in  the  past  decade,  using  population  eiatistict  from  the 
1976  ceiuat  and  the  19S4  population  ample. 


(Article:  *TTie  Situation  of  Rural  Women  and  the 
Progms  Which  Has  Been  Achieved”) 

(Text)  The  General  Women’s  Federation  recently 
pared  a  study  on  the  situation  of  niral  women  and  the 
proffcst  which  hsf  been  ichieved  under  the  blesiy 
reform  movement  led  by  Striiggling  Comrade  Hafii 
al'Asad. 


nia  Social  Sitanthw 

Rural  women  have  been  abk  to  overcome  many  of  the 
curtome  and  traditkws  which  had  governed  their  con¬ 
duct  and  had  restricted  their  will  and  freedom.  This  hu 
been  achieved  through  the  reform  movement  and  lU 
revolutionary  eoncepti  concerning  devefoping  eoctety. 
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ptrticuliriy  libentinf  women,  ••  wdi  at  through  the 
tuppotl  provided  by  Preaident  Hafit  al^Atad,  who  pro* 
vided  womeK  with  many  advmtatea  which  enabled 
them  to  improve  themielves  and  change  their  way  of  life. 

The  niral  women*aaituktion  hu  many  tpectal  characte^ 
tuict  which  dittinguith  them  from  urten  women.  For 
example,  we  might  mention  the  nirai  womcn’a  fertility, 
they  tend  to  have  a  greaa  many  children  during  their 
married  lifb.  A  study  a(  the  country's  (brtility  conducted 
in  1078  shows  that  on  the  whole  rural  women  have  8.6 
tn'iths  per  person  as  opposed  to  6  births  per  person  (br 
urban  wonten.  This  means  that  on  the  average,  the 
countryworm  haa  nitte  children  during  her  married  life, 
although  thia  figure  may  drop  because  of  the  relatively 
higher  rural  rate  of  infant  end  child  mortality.  According 
to  the  results  of  the  1 979  demographic  survey,  the  infant 
mortality  rate  in  rural  ureas  ia  68  per  thousand,  aa 
oppoaed  to  43  per  thousand  in  the  dtiea.  It  it  worth 
mentioning  that  the  child  mortality  rate  hu  dropped 
noticeably  ftom  its  1970  figure  of  mom  than  1  IS  per 
thousand,  because  of  advanoemeata  in  rural  health,  the 
moat  important  being  incieaaed  awareneaa  among  rural 
women,  the  provision  of  health  servioet,  the  tpi^  of 
iafttttt’  and  mothers’  care  centers  in  varioua  parts  of  the 
countryside,  the  availability  of  ftee  vaocinationa  and 
femiiy  medical  care  in  the  ruTsI  areas,  and  other  methods 
which  helped  improve  the  beahh  staiidard. 

ItcaabeaecttfromtheoentuBfiguteafef  I970and  1981 
that  the  average  sise  of  the  reral  femiiy  haa  grown.  We 
find  that  the  average  femiiy  sixe  increaaed  flrom  S.9 
persons  !n  i  vTC  ».06  penoas  in  1980.  The  sixe  of  the 
femiiy  is  influenced  by  many  social  and  economic  fee* 
tors  which  there  is  no  room  to  go  into  right  now. 


The  Edacartwaal  Sltaarion 

Rural  wtmen  have  made  noticeable  progreas  ia  eduea* 
tion,  since  they  have  been  able  toobtain  higher  levels  of 
schooling  and  obuin  master'a  degrees  and  doctorates,  as 
well  aa  bachelor  degrees.  Even  thor^  this  percentage  ia 
still  small,  it  ia  a  good  indication  or  the  importance  the 
rural  women  accord  to  edacatioa.  Hore  than  20  percent 
of  rural  women  over  10  yean  of  aga  have  elemealary 
ichod  certhicatei  We  hope  that  this  percentage  will 
Increase  with  time,  but  we  all  know  that  any  change  talcet 
time,  since  h  ia  not  an  easy  matter. 

Theiu  hat  been  a  noticeable  drop  in  illiteracy,  by  virtue 
of  the  efforts  made  by  the  stale  and  the  popular  organ!* 
sations,  pankuiaity  the  Oeneral  Women’s  Federation. 
Among  the  oounuy’a  women  as  a  whole,  illiteracy 
dropped  feom  83  percent  in  1 976  to  49  percent  in  1984, 
and  ^  rural  women  the  rate  dropped  feom  73  percent  to 
60  percent  fer  the  same  two  yeart.  It  can  be  acen  horn 
statistics  that  the  urban  wordtaa's  educational  situatiou  is 
much  better,  tiaoe  the  illitcm»  rate  fer  urban  women 
ten  yean  of  age  or  older  wan  34  percent  in  1984,  The 
proMem  of  illiteracy  ia  one  of  the  moat  complicated  and 


difficult  problems  facing  the  developing  countries.  We 
hope  that  this  problem  can  be  eliminaled  in  the  near 
feture,  which  would  mean  a  qualitative  tnnsformation 
of  our  society. 


The  EcMomlc  Sltuatioii 

Work  is  a  social  necessity  and  a  national  duty,  required 
ofeveryone  capable  ofworking  and  giving  of  himself,  in 
our  society  there  it  no  room  for  the  idle  and  the  lazy.  The 
rant  women  of  our  aodety  are  true  given,  giving  of 
thenudves  without  limit  and  working  silently  and 
uncomplainingly.  They  divide  their  time  among  house* 
wotic,  agricultuni  work,  sad  caring  fer  their  families.  In 
this  sense,  all  the  countrywomen  are  sharing  in  the 
workload.  However,  what  we  want  to  diseusanow  it  paid 
economic  work.  Statistics  show  that  rural  women 
account  for  a  larger  part  of  the  labor  force  than  their 
urba  n  counterparts.  The  figures  show  that  the  percentage 
of  working  rural  womea  in  the  total  labor  force  roee  from 
9.3  percent  in  1976  to  18.2  percent  in  1984.  In  other 
terms,  the  number  of  employed  rural  womea  roae  from 
8,893  in  1976  to  18,723  in  1984. 

Here  we  can  dmw  the  following  ermdutiont: 

1.  Only  a  small  percentage,  1.3  percent,  of  rural  women 
are  unemployed,  whether  they  had  been  working  ptevi* 
outly  or  had  never  worked  before. 

2.  A  high  pcroeaiage,  61.8  percent,  of  rural  womea  are 
exetusivdy  oocupi^  with  managing  household  affeirs, 
as  opposed  io  60.4  percent  of  urban  women. 

3.  A  small  percentage,  7  percent,  of  women  do  not  want 
to  work,  and  thia  figure  is  evenly  divided  between  urban 
and  furid  women. 

4.  About  1 .3  pereem  of  rural  women  are  unable  to  work 
because  of  iNnett,  handicap,  or  other  reasons. 

As  fbr  the  occupational  distribution,  the  resulle  of  the 
1984  population  aaropUiig  indiente  that  91.2  percent  of 
employed  rural  women  arc  working  ia  agriculture,  6.7 
peroeal  are  working  in  indastty  and  nroduction,  and  1.3 
percent  are  working  la  admiaisttative,  secretarial  and 
technical  pothlona.  Only  0.8  percent  of  rural  women 
work  in  tales  and  aervioetu  This  means  that  the  ptimaty 
field  of  work  for  rural  women  ia  agncuhure,  ehher  fbr 
wtgee  or  for  the  femiiy,  without  pay. 

Tbe  Political  and  Oganiiirtctml  Sitoatloa 

Countrywomen  have  entered  ail  political  aitd  organixa* 
tional  areas.  Many  rural  women  have  attained  the  high* 
cat  legislative  authority,  the  People's  Assembly,  and  the 
percentage  of  sural  women's  representation  on  local 
administrative  txHincils  hat  inaeased.  Aa  fer  the  popular 
organixations,  rural  women  are  present  in  large  numbers 
in  all  of  them  without  exception,  at  in  the  cate  of  the 
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Revolutionary  Youth  Organization,  the  Student  Foden* 
tion,  the  Labor  Union  Federation,  and  other  vantttard 
or^anizatioai  in  our  aociety.  The  Women'a  Federation 
baa  the  moat  women  metnbera;  in  1984  it  had  140,000 
women  membera,  about  half  of  whom  were  from  the 
countryaide. 

The  Womeni  Federation  enjovt  titnincant  support 
from  the  state  and  the  Arab  SooaliM  BaTh  Party.  This 
fedeettion  is  subordinate  to  the  National  Popular  Orea* 
aizationi  Bureau,  and  it  adreinistratively  linked  to  *he 
Ministry  of  Soda!  Affbira  Thus  the  federation  hubeen 
able  to  cany  out  its  many  mistiont,  the  chief  ones  bein| 
fishting  ftmaleillitemcy  and  oondactini  profttsiona] 
traiainf  ciassea  aimed  at  teaching  rural  women  profea* 
ttont  which  wii  allow  them  to  enter  the  work  5eld  The 
federation  ia  also  increasing  the  rural  women’s  inlellco> 
tuaJ  and  political  awareness  through  oiganiational 
classes  whieh  the  federation  holds  regulaiiy.  in  order  to 
make  the  ntral  women  aware  of  the  political  events 
feeing  our  country  and  to  reveal  to  than  the  foreign, 
fanpedaiist  and  Zionist  plots  nimod  at  our  steadfett 
couatry. 

There  it  no  room  here  to  go  into  all  the  ftinctions  of  the 
Women’s  Fbdentioe.  but  we  can  say  that  the  federation 
hit  helped  advance  and  develop  the  countrywomen.  In 
doting,  we  want  to  say  that  the  ntral  women's  situation 
it  not  yet  what  it  should  be  or  what  we  hope  (br  it  Our 
couatry  wil  continue  wotting  to  support  the  oountiywo* 
men  in  their  eoatUni  ttru^  against  beckwardnett, 
Ignotanoe,  cactomt  and  traditions,  so  that  they  may 
attain  complete  freedom  feoni  economic  and  intellectual 
nibseivience. 

1559 

TUNISU 

Forelsa  Miaiater  Mnbeeak  DIacanct  Foreign 
Rtlftuoiii 

4504000S  Tunis  ALSABAH  In  Arable  20Stp87p?l.2 

(AUSABAH  Interview  with  Foreign  Minister  Hedi 
Mabiouk:  *We  Are  Striving  To  Intensify  Pressures  on 
Iran  and  can  on  the  Orest  Powers  to  Compel  Iran  To 
0^*:  date,  place,  and  occasion  aot  given} 

(TeslI  TUnMaa  diplomacy  is  experiencing  great  acsiyity 
during  this  period  and  is  with  great  profit  a^  nbili^ 
confining  many  political  problems  and  questions.  This 
ability  becomes  evident  both  through  the  men  who 
watch  over  this  diptomacy  and  through  the  geographical 
and  political  situation  in  which  Tunisia  is  located. 

In  this  comprehensive  Interview  ibsl  Fordgn  Miaiater 
Hedi  Mabfouk  gave  'o  AL^BAH.  the  moat  important 
political  focuses  of  our  diptomacy  emerge,  together  with 
its  UMMt  important  goala  and  the  highliphtt  iti  su^ 
ceties  in  the  variout  aspects  of  Tun'uiaa  diplomstic 
activity. 


The  verbatim  text  of  this  interview  foIlowK 

(Question]  What  are  the  pillars  of  Tunisian  foreign 
policy  during  this  period? 

There  is  much  talk  about  a  possible  itstoration  of 
Tunisian-Libyan  diplomatic  relations:  Is  some  new  fac* 
tor  causing  this  belief,  and  has  there  been  a  settlement  of 
pending  p^lems? 

(Answer]  The  pilian  of  Tunisian  foreign  poli^  ire  firm 
and  rest  on  the  genius  of  the  Bourguiban  view  of  the 
international  field  and  our  country’s  relation  to  it.  inso> 
far  as  we  are  a  feee,  independent,  and  soverctgn  country, 
at  oer  constitution  tpedflet,  and  insofar  as  we  are  the 
extearion  of  a  deep-rooted  hitlon  sad  ofa  culture  that 
has  enriched  the  sefaievements  of  humanity. 

By  ’’pilUm,”  as  I  undetsund  it  while  you  are  listening  to 
me,  you  mean  ‘’focuses  of  interest”— it  that  correct? 

[Question]  That  is  what  I  meant. 

(Answer]  Then  there  is  no  difficulty  in  mentioaing 
most  imporumt  of  them: 

Our  first  interest  is  to  support  our  international  pcsitioa 
as  it  ooosittent  with  our  prestdenfl  briiliani  repuution 
and  the  iatemational  assets  recogaized  for  and  wide  that 
we  have  thoeby  acquired  Festuq*  one  of  our  greatest 
iaterestt  in  this  field  is  to  work  by  impropriate  meaat  to 
conflont  numerous  dmllenges,  tome  springing  from 
r^ontl  and  intonationaf  coitions,  others  springing 
Bom  the  devetopment  our  society  is  underfoing  in  scale 

of  vtlues,  pattern  of  lift,  aad  the  relation  between 
postibilitiea  and  expeciatitmt.  However,  aa  I  recall  haw 
ing  stated  to  you  on  a  previous  oecatioa,  this  does  not 
distract  us  flom  assuming  our  role  within  the  North 
African.  Arab,  and  inleraaiional  community,  particu- 
Isfly  since  Jiere  are  major  issues  deserving  sttentioo  in 
these  wious  areas. 


BeiMTing  TtnsiM  With  Llbyn 

(Question)  What  about  Libya  and  Tuniria? 

(Answer)  Certainly,  Tunisia  tinoerefy  deiira  to  cte^ 
Its  reunions  with  Libya  flom  the  resuks  and  causes  of  the 
1985  crisis.  As  part  of  this  desire,  Tunisia  wtom  to 
remove  the  causes  of  the  almost  chronic  state  cf  crisis. 

We  are  now  tiying  to  convert  the  good  intentions  we 
have  hmrd  flom  Libyan  officials  into  tangible  realitiea. 
Other  steps  will  then  be  initiated  to  restore  conditioiis 
between  us  to  normal,  and  the  final  naniftstation  of  this 
will  be  normilintion  of  relations  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries.  At  that  point,  Tunisian  diplomacy  win  assume  its 
delegated  role  in  pursuing  various  lubjects  with  the 
Libyan  side.  But  today  you  notice  that  we  are  itiil 
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treatini  problems  or  a  predominantly  social  character; 
for  that  reason,  my  coUeafue  Hedi  Baccouche,  the  min* 
itter  of  social  aflain,  is  personally  handling  the  subject 
with  the  Libyans. 


The  Right  Key 

(Question]  Tunisia  is  linked  with  Algeria  and  Mauritania 
in  a  charter  of  concord  and  brotherhood.  Are  there  any 
possibilkies  of  Libya’s  joining?  Was  an  August  summit 
meeting  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Tunis  between  Tunisia, 
Algeria,  and  Libya? 

(Answer)  How  do  you  ask  me  this  question,  knowing  u 
you  do  that  this  agreentent  is  an  open  one?  The  key  to  the 
door  lies  in  the  hands  of  anyone  who  wants  to  join.  But 
it  ha:  to  be  really  the  right  key;  In  this  area,  you 
doubtlessly  remember  that  anyone  desiring  to  enter  the 
agreement  must  ftilfU  the  condition  of  adherence  to  its 
content.  The  spirit  of  this  adherence  is  the  mutual 
conddence  between  the  members  of  the  agreement.  You 
ask  me  about  a  summit  meeting  that  you  say  was 
sdioduled  to  be  held  in  Tunis  in  August  I  would  ask  you 
in  turn  who  scheduled  this  meeting?  Ftom  this  question 
of  mine  you  can  obtain  the  answer. 


Flras  RsladoM  With  Arab  BratlMn 

(Queation]  It  appears  that  Tunisia  is  headed  toward 
establishing  balanced  relations  with  the  various  North 
African  countries.  Will  that  inHuenea  the  special  tela* 
ttonriiip  with  Algeria,  which  for  years  has  been  based  on 
a  rapprechesneat  which  tome  p<k)pk  have  seen  as  being 
at  Morocco's  expense? 

(Answer]  The  establishmeni  of  balanced  relatient  with 
the  various  North  Africaii  countries  is  one  of  the  con* 
slants  in  President  Bourguiba's  foreign  policy.  This  does 
not  exclude,  rather  it  tuengthens  the  etuNishmeuI  of 
special  reiationships  with  ihia  or  that  couatry.  In  this 
area,  we  do  not  build  such  special  relationshipa  oa  the 
foundation  of  blocs  that  ignore  the  reelisiic  view  of 
building  a  regional  coramanity,  such  at  "Oreaier  North 
Africa."  Some  drcumstances  give  cettaia  stages  of  reto* 
tiona  possibly  erroneous  additional  dimenrient  and 
meanings.  Thus,  this  impression  has  developed  among 
some  people  about  udsom  you  have  qMken.  Even  when 
Ibr  bilateral  reasons  our  relations  with  a  particular 
country  are  bad,  we  do  not  work  to  build  regional 
relations  at  iu  expense.  How  much  more  to  when  that 
concerns  a  country  like  our  brother  country,  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Morocco? 

(Question]  It  seems  there  is  a  cooling  in  Tunisian  rete* 
liMS  with  Saudi  Arabis  and  Kuwait,  and  aid  ftom  these 
countries  hat  diminished  and  shrunk.  Is  this  due  to 
political  consideraiioni?  la  it  related  to  Mzali^  being 
received  in  the  two  capitals?  Or  is  it  basically  linked  to 
the  income  decline  in  the  two  countries? 


(Answer]  1  stress  to  you  that  what  seems  to  be  the  case  to 
you  does  not  correspond  to  reality. '  Prime  Minister 
Rachid  Sfhr  was  in  Kuwait  a  short  time  ago,  and  there  it 
no  conAttion  about  our  stand  betide  this  brother  Arab 
tttie.  The  position  that  Hit  Excellency  President  Habib 
Bourguiba  announced  in  the  wake  of  the  Iranian-engi¬ 
neered  inddents  during  the  Pilgrimage  it  well-known, 
and  was  met  with  great  appreciation  ^  our  brothers  in 
Saudi  Anbia.  Our  relations  with  these  two  brother 
countries  are  good,  at  they  have  always  been.  Your 
question  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  remove  a  conAnion 
in  evaluating  relations  between  Tunisia  and  iu  wealthy 
brothers.  You  memion  that  attiatrnce  from  these  two 
countries  to  Tmitia  hat  shrunk,  and  you  think  this 
phenomenon  hat  been  the  result  of  a  "cooling."  Sir, 
Tunisia  does  not  esUbUth  its  rdasions  with  its  brothers 
with  the  motive  of  seeking  material  assitunce  alone.  Jf 
w<  aralied  the  material  standard  in  our  relations,  these 
relations  with  many  countries  would  diuppear.  Please 
give  this  idea  ptomineace  when  you  publish  nly  words. 
Be  ceruln  that  we  are  satisfied  with  our  relationt  with 
our  two  brother  countries,  in  ^)ite  of  our  desire-  to 
improve  cooperation  with  them,  so  that  it  reaches  the 
levd  of  the  strong  fraternal  Uea  existing  between  us.  ■;  • 

(Questkw)  There  ate  said  to  be  postlbilities  for  esub- 
llthing  a  North  African  Cooperation  Council  modeled 
on  the  OCC.  What  is  Tunisia's  viewpoint,  and  what  are 
her  conditions  for  esUbUshing  such  a  cooperative  agen¬ 
cy?  ...... 

(Answer)  Tunisia  supportt  regionai  alliances' founded  on 
common  interests  and  based  on  sound  principles.  Tuni- 
tia  gives  its  Messing  to  whatever  channels  of  cooperation 
are  available  between  the  brother  couiitrira  of  North 
AiHca. 


Anh  Solidarity 

(Question]  'ninisia  usually  does  not  ses  the  need  for 
bolding  eineneacy  roeetinp  of  the  council  of  the  Arab 
League,  but  this  lime  it  hat  hasteaed  to  call  for  one.  It 
this  connected  to  whst  it  bappemng  in  the  Oulf  across 
from  Kuwait  and  Saudi  Arabia  aad  to  the  recent  explo- 
liona  in  Tunisia  with  which  Iran  it  thought  to  be  related 
in  tome  way  or  another? 

(Answer]  There  is  im  mechanicsl  stand  irgarding  aceept- 
ii«  or  rejeralnt  a  call  for  holding  such  meedagt.  Feelina 
tach  a  meeting  accessary,  Tunisia  has  recentlycmuted 
the  call  for  hoMing  sn  emergency  meeting  of  the  Council 
of  Fnvtgn  Minittert  of  Arab  Nstiont,  bcaute  the  dan¬ 
ger  has  reached  a  dei^  that  calls  (br  the  Arabs  to  act 
leaohitely  aad  conAont  it  efTectively.  When  Tuaitia 
called  for  the  meeting,  it  did  to  only  with  a  view  toward 
solidarity  svith  kt  brolhen  aad  the  mutual  anistance 
ntich  it  indeed  one  of  our  tpeeisi  chMneiittict.  I  can 
only  marvel  at  your  linking  this  principled  stand  to 
ceruln  dometlie  trivialities. 
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[Question)  Wb«t  are  the  next  ttep*  toward  ending  the 
Ire^-I  ran  war,  and  what  will  be  the  role  of  Tunisia,  which 
previously  i^yed  an  active  role  in  getting  the  members 
of  the  Seimrity  Council  to  issue  the  cease*nre  retoluiion? 

fAaswer)  We  art  now  striving  to  implement  Security 
Council  Resohitioa  S98  (1987)  calliiig  for  a  cease-fire. 
Tcsether  with  oar  brothm,  we  are  striving  to  intensify 
pressures  on  the  obstinate  paity,  namely  Iran.  Our  hope 
it  that  the  superpowers  will  stand  together  behind  the 
resolution  they  hure  adopted  and  take  the  appropriate 
steps  to  force  the  lecalcitnnt  party  to  obey.  At  for 
Tunisia't  role,  I  would  aik  you  not  to  embarraia  me  with 
a  request  for  an  answer.  Weare  part  of  a  group  working 
in  oootdmatfon;  eveiyone'i  aim  it  noi^  and  their 
efforts  deserre  thanks.  HopeAilly,  they  will  be  crowned 
srith  success. 


Ov  Bcteknta  With  France  Are  Weil-DcTelopcd 

((Question)  Tunisien-Frendt  relationt  have  always  been 
well-developed,  but  they  heve  been  overcast  by  nnany 
shadows  ever  aince  Mobanaed  Mxali  took  up  residence 
there.  What  were  the  retuha  of  the  prime  miaister’a 
efforts  whh  French  authorities  on  this  matter? 

(Answer)  In  this  regard,  you  are  like  someone  looking  for 
a  Hve  coal  among  ashes;  but  I  am  not  nftaid  for  you, 
because  you  will  find  no  live  coals. 

Our  rdationi  with  France  remain  as  they  were;  well- 
developed,  on  the  batia  I  previously  mentioned  when  I 
answered  one  of  year  questions  t  short  time  ago.  Whet 
you  erroneously  thought  to  be  a  reason  (for  their  being 
overcast)  is  ash  without  a  spark. 

(Oiestion)  After  the  signing  cf  the  supplementary  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  Common  h^rket,  observers  exped  that 
aome  of  our  exports,  such  aa  oils,  will  he  subject  to 
restrictions  in  coming  years.  We  have  means  of  counter- 
pressure,  but  isn't  it  preferable  forustoirytosetupa 
oohmive  North  African  wall  against  these  preStutes? 

(Answer)  We  have  not  remained  with  our  heads  lied  in 
the  fhee  of  the  tituaiion  that  has  grown  out  c4  well- 
known  developments  in  the  Europeen  Coaunon  Market. 
We  ere  continually  striving  to  alleviate  the  resulunt 
nmtive  impecta  on  our  exports.  One  of  the  axes  of  our 
efforts  is  the  North  African  axis.  However,  in  this  matter 
the  options  are  to  a  great  extent  limited,  and  implemen- 
tatiM  does  not  aupport  the  practicality  of  many  theoret¬ 
ical  solutions.  I  lak  you  to  trust  that  our  diploaucy  it 
ctnying  out  its  role  in  this  regard  in  the  best  way. 


Joint  Norrh  African  Action 

(Quet-  '•  I  ..said  that  a  joins  North  African  group  will 
wata  ;  iu  the  near  future  to  think  about  how  to  build 
Nort..  ..«  cun  unity,  and  that  it  will  be  charged  with 


making  tbe  intellectnal  and  economic  preparation  nec¬ 
essary  for  building  it  To  what  extent  n  this  true?  What 
is  the  nature  of  tbe  compoihion  of  this  agency,  and  will 
Morocco  be  represented  in  it? 

(Antwer)  The  group  of  which  you  speak  hit  always 
existed.  Sometimes  it  has  been  the  three  North  African 
political  partiet;  at  other  timet  it  has  been  the  fovero- 
ments  or  specialized  agencies  within  them.  The  idea  of 
commissioning  an  explomtory  agen^,  such  as  you  men¬ 
tioned,  and  initially  entrusting  it  with  responsibility  for 
prepulng  concepts  for  North  African  economic  integra¬ 
tion  is  sometimes  psopoaed  If  it  is  destined  to  tee  the 
light,  it  win  either  be  comprdiensive  or  it  will  not  exist  at 
all. 

(Question)  To  date,  two  fondamenul  proMemt  appear 
to  be  blodcing  joint  North  African  pditkal  action:  the 
Western  Soham  proMem,  and  the  nature  of  relations 
between  certain  organizations  in  the  regioa  What  are  the 

posiibilitiea  for  overeoming  these  two  obstacles?  In  light 
of  the  latest  developmeats,  what  are  the  proapects  for 
solving  the  Saham  problem? 

(Answer))  agree  with  you  in  defining  these  two  problems 
as  obstacles  to  Joint  North  African  action.  These  two 
probicsas  can  be  overcome  only  if  everyone  it  firmly 
ooavincod  that  the  strength  of  any  one  of  us  does  aot 
aecettarily  call  for  weakening  the  oiheri,  and  that  the 
cuHuml  cfaallengea  fking  ua  will  cruth  ua  all  and  will 
indeed  increase  in  Mrmgth.  the  weeker  we  become 
because  of  these  two  obstacles. 

But  a  reading  of  tbe  ahuatioa  with  foU  regard  to  time  and 
place  leavta  the  obaerver  with  some  hope  for  lalvation. 
Hop^lly,  it  will  not  be  very  distant 

(Question)  During  your  meeting  with  the  press  a  while 
ago  at  al-Maghribiyah  Publuhing  Houae  in  Carthage, 
you  said  that  Tunishi  Ivid  arrived  at  a  formula  for  a  way 
of  obtaining  the  mpamtiona  mandated  for  it  by  the 
Security  Council  In  the  wake  of  the  Itneli  attack  on  our 
country  on  I  October  1915.  What  is  thia  fomwla.  and  is 
Tunisia  on  the  way  in  obuining  theae  lepamtions? 

(Axtwer)  In  the  achool  of  Bourfuiba,  wt  have  teamed  tc 
conftont  any  difficuhica  with  constancy  and  patience 
and  with  deep  and  sincere  analysis.  If  our  country  is 
pulling  throu^  certain  tenshwa,  worid  public  opinion 
hu  not  i»een  lurpriaed  b»  thl^  neither  te  it.  de^ite  niMy 
empty  and  misleading  ciaimi,  raueh  influenced  by  what 
adverwiet  say  about  us. 

We  have  active  diptemtatic  missions  and  a  wide  network 
Mrelaiioni.  ftirthermore,  we  have  frieadshipt  and  large 
aaaeli  in  many  interaational  dictes.  Above  and  beyond 
all  thia,  we  have  the  brilltent  reputation  of  the  great 
Bourguiba.  The  world  hu  become  wdl^equainted  with 
him;  it  hat  teamed  the  scope  of  hit  visloa  and  ^ 
aoundnesa  of  hit  evaluation,  and  of  hit  wagen  with 
history,  which  he  hu  alMys  won.  IBos,  p  2) 
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Arab  Leaw  CiMncll— Mabroik:  Poiitira  Resilts 
of  Arab  Mom 

Foreign  Minister  Hcdi  Mabrouk  stressed  Tunisia's  duty 
to  call  for  the  hoMing  of  an  emergency  meeting  of  Arab 
state  foreign  ministers  to  confront  conditions  in  the  Gulf 
region  resulting  from  the  Iraq*Iran  war,  the  events  in 
Mecca,  and  the  threats  aimed  at  the  state  of  Kuwait. 

la  a  statement  given  to  TAP,  Mr  Hedi  Mabrouk  added 
that  although  the  results  of  the  previous  emergency 
session  were  partial  and  inconclusive,  it  nevertheless 
enabled  the  Arab  states  to  prepare  a  plan  to  sensitise  all 
countries,  espedally  those  with  peniunent  membership 
in  the  Security  Council  to  the  danger  of  the  situation  in 
the  Gulf  regson. 

Mabrouk  said,  "The  results  of  Arab  moves  toward  the 
Security  Council  countries  and  the  international  com* 
munity  have  been  positive."  He  added:  "We  meet  today 
to  evaluate  those  results  and  to  isudy  the  posstbilily  of 
holding  meetings  in  New  York  la  connection  with  the 
meetings  of  the  42nd  session  of  the  UN  CeiKral  Attem- 
biy."  At  the  conclusion  of  his  statentent  Mr  Hedi 
Mabrouk  anticipated  that  the  meeting  of  the  council  of 
the  Lrague  would  be  an  occasion  at  udiich  the  Arab  states 
agree  to  hold  an  Arab  summit. 

IMS? 

fialsmt  Worken*  Coatribvtioa  to  Cotntry’i 
Eonnoiiiy  SngSkMhd 

4il90l32a  Tunis  DIALOGUE  in  FVvneA 
22Juna7ppl446 

(Interview  with  Naceur  Gharbi,  managing  director  of 
toPETTEl  (Office  of  Employment  Promotion  and  of 
Tunisian  Workers  Abroad)  b)*  Heida  Baraket) 

(Text)  The  21st  Seminar  on  Tunisiaa  Workm  Ai^d 
nill  open  one  nronth  from  now  in  Monastir.  It  is  an 
annual  forum  and,  this  time,  will  define  oi^nunitiet 
ttet  could  enable  oar  colony  abroad  to  contribute  to  the 
im^cmentation  of  the  goals  of  the  7th  Plan.  Special 
emphasis  will  also  be  given  to  the  artistic  and  literary 
ambitions  of  this  colony  and  to  the  fiiU  range  of  the 
young  peopie'a  emigration-rrlated  proWemi.  Concern 
about  these  problems  is  ail  the  more  justified  ns  young 
people,  aocording  to  the  latest  statistics,  account  for  close 
to  half  the  Tunisian  work  force  settled  in  West  European 
countries. 

To  get  fttller  information,  we  interviewed  Naceur 
Gharbi.  OPETTE  maaaging  director,  who  gave  us  an 
exclusive  interview  on  the  new  dau  and  restrictions  that 
roll  dictete  the  topics  to  be  debated  during  the  next 
seminar.  Consequently,  this  meeting  will  focus  primarily 
on  the  emigrant,  the  exporting  of  goods  and  rorviee*.  the 
inching  of  Arabic,  the  condition  of  the  emigrant  wom- 
aa.  and  the  responsibility  of  emigrant  parents  toward  the 
new  generation. 


(Question]  What  new  items  will  be  placed  on  the  agenda 
of  the  2l$t  Seminar  on  Tunisian  Workers  Abroad?  And, 
since  topics  are  usually  chosen  on  the  basis  of  the 
economic  outlook  of  the  countiy,  what  new  data  or 
restrictions  promptwl  the  choice  of  topic  for  this  year? 

(Answer]  If  we  chose  to  focus  last  year's  seminar  on  the 
tc^ic  "Participation  of  Tunisian  Workers  Abroad  in  the 
National  Economy,"  it  is  because  the  Tunisian  colony 
abroad,  as  aa  integral  part  of  the  Tunisian  economy,  is 
aware  enough  of  its  role,  missioa,  and  comminity  of 
interesta— implied  by  its  adherence  to  the  Tunisian 
economy— to  partkipete  in  development  activities 
according  to  its  meins  and  specific  characteristics. 

This  year,  which  it  the  first  one  of  the  Ttb  Plan,  will 
enable  us  to  study  thoroughly  and  define  as  concretely  as 
possible  the  wajn  and  meant,  and  even  opportunities, 
through  whidt  our  colony  will  express  inoroovef.  hat 
exorros^  many  timew— its  wishes  to  participate  in  the 
implementttion  of  the  goals  and  cballengea  of  the  7th 
Plan  and  even  go  beyond  them. 

The  participetion  of  our  colony  could  therdfore  follow 
three  broad  conrset.  The  first  is  pariidipation  in  the 
invesiment  sector  through  productive  projects;  the  seo> 
oad  is  partkapalion  in  savings  according  to  very  advan* 
tageotts  formulas  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of  our 
workers  and  even  to  their  rightt  to  make  an  investment 
at  profitable  u  it  is  capable  of  giving  them  security.  This 
brings  us  to  the  third  course,  xdiich  is  the  one  we 
emphasise,  namely,  exporti. 

At  a  matter  offset,  our  colony  can  be  a  channel  for  both 
indircct—by  consuming  Tunisian  products  and  dissem* 
inating  Tunisiaa  customs  of  consamptioih-end,  above 
al,  direct  exports,  seeing  that  there  are  among  our 
worken  abroad  tome  merchanu  and  service  enterprises 
willing  aad  able  to  endorse  the  rol  of  the  government  in 
the  promotion  of  exporta. 

In  that  context,  our  research  aad  inquiry  will  depend  on 
the  derail  that  causes  difficulty  because,  is  principle,  the 
system  is  perfect  However,  at  the  very  moment  our 
worken  abroad  want  to  expren  their  solidarity  with  our 
national  community,  the  tetter  will  show  evidence  of  its 
interest  for  their  concerns.  Hence  the  directive  of  the 
minister  of  social  affliin  emphaiaea  the  "Second  Gen¬ 
eration"  during  this  seminar. 

(Question]  Will  this  be  the  main  topic  of  the  21st 
seminar? 

(Answer!  Na  because  numeroui  topics  wilt  be  debated. 
Let  ut  list,  among  others,  the  gains  of  our  colony, 
questions  pS  supervision,  and  working  and  residency 
cemditions.  In  addiiioa,  this  year  a  special  and  new 
emphasis  wiH  be  given  to  artistic  and  literary  creation  as 
a  form  of  expremioa  because  I  believe  that  emigration  is 
a  very  fruitlUl  human  experience  that  hat  not  failed,  and 
will  not  fail,  to  generate  creativity. 
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[QuesUon]  With  r^rd  to  einisrstion,  we  hear  more 
about  specific  measures  for  orsanizint  the  final  return 
than  about  measures  affecting  the  colony  in  the  host 
country,  its  working  and  residency  conditions. 

[Answer]  Yet,  ofTkialt  of  the  host  country  hear  more 
about  our  worries  concerning  the  working  and  residency 
conditions  of  the  Tunisian  cokmy.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  actioo  of  the  eovenment  toward  workers  abroad 
encompasses  all  the  aspects  of  emigration. 

Concerning  working  and  lesitfency  conditions  abroad, 
we  have  set  up,  with  the  various  emf^ying  countries,  an 
arsenal  of  agreements  pertaining  to  the  work  force  and  to 
social  lacuhty.  These  couatries  are  France,  Germany, 
Belsiom,  the  Netherlands,  Austria,  Italy,  the  Arab  Emi^ 
ates,  Qatar,  Oman,  Iraq,  Algeria,  and  Morocco  (a  settle* 
meni  agreement  for  the  latter). 

These  agreements  secure  for  our  workers  equality  of 
treatment  in  the  matter  of  wages,  working  conditions, 
•nd  social  security.  Joint  commissions,  with  members 
from  Tunisia  and  these  couatries,  meet  regularly  to 
evaluate  the  situatfon  and  consolidate  our  workers* 
gains.  On  that  subject,  I  can  confirm  that  the  emigration 
dossier,  and  the  security  and  dignity  of  our  colony,  are  at 
the  top  of  the  issues  debated  between  high  state  oflicials, 
beaded  by  President  Bourguiha,  and  their  counterriam 
from  the  various  host  countries.  There  is  also  the  action 
of  our  embassies  and  consulates. 

We  have  two  deputies  in  the  National  Assembly 
entrusted  with  keeping  the  interests  and  concenw  of  our 
colo^  aHve  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  ooastitutional 
arena.  Also,  40  members,  repreaenting  the  Tunisian 
colony  in  varioua  host  countries,  attended  the  latest 
party  congress.  As  far  the  associations,  they  benefti  from 
the  nsotai  and  materia)  support  of  the  govemmenL  In 
thit  contest,  social  attaches  do  aa  important  job  since 
they  help  our  workers  with  the  papetwork  they  must 
submit  to  the  employing  eouniriea,  and  they  implement, 
on  their  behalf,  individual  or  group  social  progiama 

(Question)  You  spoke  of  a  second  generation  when,  in 
reality,  we  now  have  a  third  one  Despite  all  that  has 
been  done  and  knowing  that  the  language  issue— at  ^ 
main  topic— hat  been  raised,  what  it  being  done  for 
tltese  eriMgrtmts*  children,  whether  in  the  native  or  host 
country,  towsrd  good  social  or  cultural  reintegration? 

(Answer)  You  are  right  to  disagree  with  the  words 
“Second  Oeaeration."  The  exact  phrase  should  be  “Em- 
igration-bom  youtha.“  In  any  case,  beyond  the  quarrel 
over  words  and  phrases,  such  as  “young  migrants,  zero 
feneration,  young  cmigrantSs  and  lecond^eralioo 
migrants,”  vAich  Wurr  tlie  issue,  the  reality  it  that  the 
young  Tunisiant  were  accounted  for  in  the  various 
West  European  countries  (France,  FRO.  Belgium,  tnd 
the  Netheriunds)  represent  dose  to  half  of  the  Tunisian 
work  force  settled  in  these  countries. 


As  a  matter  of  fact,  youths  less  than  14  yean  old  account 
for  34  percent  of  the  entire  Tunisiaa  colony  in  these 
countries,  and  young  people  less  than  23  yean  old 
account  for  4g.S  percent  of  that  same  colony. 

Thus,  dose  to  one  Tunisian  out  of  three  living  in  France, 
Bdgium,  and  the  FRG  is  less  than  14  yean  old,  and 
almost  one  out  of  two  Tunisians  living  in  France  and 
Belgium  is  lets  than  23  yean  old.  Thit  dots  it  such  that 
the  host  countries  need  a  urong  and  responsible 
approKh  for  these  young  people  who  are  encountering 
difficulties,  apedally  in  school  and  professional  train¬ 
ing. 

The  need  to  prevent  the  learning  of  Arabic  from  becom¬ 
ing  aa  additional  difficulty  must  alio  be  taken  into 
coflsideratton.  To  that  end,  two  methods  for  teaching 
Anbic  art  being  used. 

Fint,  integrated  teaching  of  Arabic  during  regular  houn 
in  the  itudentt*  school  is  carried  on  by  Tunisian  teachers 
tent  and  paid  by  the  Tunisian  govemmenL  Ihea  i^i- 
tional  classes  t^eduled  oulsiw  school  hours,  either 
during  days  off  or  in  addition  to  regular  courses,  m 
taught  by  teacheis  recruited  locally  among  the  Tunisian 
colony  abroad. 

According  to  statistics  teponint  developmcntt  in  the 
teaching  of  Arabic  in  Europe  from  1974  to  1786,  it  haa 
been  etUMithed  that  for  the  1913-1986  school  year,  there 
were  107  teachers  for  9,557  studeno  in  453  centers. 
However.  1  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  point 
out  that  the  school  it  not  solely  responsible  for  the 
teaching  of  the  native  language,  la  the  fint  piaoe,  it  is  a 
cultural  venture  involving  the  parents,  the  press,  and  the 
various  means  of  information,  programs,  and  cuhura) 
events  organized  for  or  by  the  colony. 

I  can  assure  you  thaL  in  this  matter,  the  field  is  epea  to 
the  initiative  and  participation  of  the  various  public  or 
private  parties  intervening  in  thit  sector  and  that  we 
pereetve  no  op^lion  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  in 
the  holt  countries. 

(Question)  The  Tunisian  population  in  Arab  countries 
to  increased  throughout  the  years.  Since  It  is  not 
encountering  problemt  with  being  uprooted  or  lade  of 
familiarity  with  local  eustomt,  one  wooden  if  it  to  any 
specific  difficuhiea? 

(Answer)  No,  it  to  no  spedfic  difflcultiet.  The  problent 
with  our  settieraentt  ia  Arab  oountriet  it  sot  one  of 
teiidency  but  of  movement.  That  it  to  lay.  the  number  of 
worken  exchanged  itmains  iniufficieat  and  within  tlw 
receiving  capability  of  these  countries  and  the  availabil¬ 
ity  of  our  labor  market. 

(Question)  Some  people  believe  that  the  erntgrant's 
^ouM  remains  the  eternally  forgotten  one.  Is  this  true? 
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(Answer)  Fbisottea  by  whom?  Her  husband?  Ceruinly 
not,  since  our  cotony  sands  out  amont  others  for  the 
rdtability  whh  whitA  workers  return  during  vacation 
time  and  send  money  to  their  families.  This  does  not 
prevent  our  social  services  from  uncovering  some  difli* 
cutties,  which  they  cry  to  iron  out 

If  you  are  thinking  about  ’nmisian  women  living  abroad, 
jnu  should  know  that  they  are  entering  the  labor  market 
m  increating  numbers,  which  is  a  tremendous  rttea^is  of 
emandpatioa,  and  that  they  are  playing  an  increasingly 
determinant  role  in  the  edwatkm  of  children  and,  hence, 
in  the  care  of  the  ‘^ity.** 

Not  too  long  ago,  the  minister  cf  social  afbirs  asked  the 
social  attaches  to  inkiaa  programs  for  these  women  and 
to  ensure  social  bureaus  open^  in  permanence  for  them. 
Houmver,  beyond  this,  the  whole  social  care  program  is 
timed  indiacriminaiely  at  the  fomily  unit. 

(Question)  Among  the  recomatendattons  made  during 
the  previous  meeting  of  the  semiaar,  the  possibiiity  to 
exp^  the  tervicts  of  Tunisian  economic  enterprises  was 
raised  Wu  the  suggestion  followed  up? 

[Answer)  This  idea  was  very  sucoessfol  inasmuch  as  a 
tbUow^  oommiition,  legmuping  the  various  public 
and  private  intervening  paitiea,  submitted  a  report. 

In  preparation  for  the  7th  PUn,  there  was  a  meeting  to 
discuss  the  export  of  goods  and  services.  Adminittrsiive 
snd  regulatory  meuures  ate  being  taken  or  will  gradually 
be  incorporated  into  our  regulations. 


This  wilt  be  done  to  ensure  the  ame  advantages  to 
exporters  of  both  services  and  goods. 

(Question)  EmigrantsOITIce  relations.  In  what  terms  can 
they  be  expressed? 

(Answer)  In  terms  of  growing  conridenoe  snd  even  of  a 
ceruin  complicity,  since  the  Oflice  tries  to  be  increaw 
ingly  more  concrete  in  its  intervention  on  their  behalf.  At 
the  social  salon  level,  it  keeps  up  with  the  reel  oonceras 
of  the  colony  and,  in  e  concreu  and  tustsinod  manner, 
foiiowt  the  workers'  plans  for  economic  reintegratioh. 

It  also  takes  care  of  their  paperwork  with  the  consenting, 
or  even  naancial,  institutions. 

IQuettion)  Fora  longtime,  the  emigrant  worker  ignored 
his  righu  and  duties.  The  situation  has  changed.  Do  you 
fed  that  today’s  emigraat  is  fully  aware  of  it? 

(Answer)  Aware,  yes.  Bnt  this  awareness  can  ake  mote 
mcaniniful  forms  tkrough  greater  participstion  in  the 
investment  snd  savings  tactots  as  well  u  at  the  level  of 
bis  children's  school  sdroinistratioa  in  order  to  give  him 
better  opportanities  for  a  sacceasAjI  reintegration  of  his 
own  chooiing  in  Tunisia  or  in  the  employraeot  countries. 

T?ie  economic  eihibition  that  we  will  organme  on  the 
occuion  of  the  21st  seminar  will  show  that  tucceu 
comes  only  to  those  who  underuke  aomeUiing. 
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Gi^onsal  £^swer  SlatlM  A^KeBicot  With  USSR 
03130748  Dhaka  Domestic  Senice  in  Engiish 
Om  GMT  13  Oct  87 

[Excerpt]  B«nsladeih  and  the  Soviet  Union  have  ini* 
tiallad  an  tjreement  for  the  conetruction  of  the  sixth  unit 
of  the  Oborasal  power  station.  The  asreemeat  was  ini¬ 
tialled  in  (TChaka)  yesterday  after  the  final  round  of 
talks  between  the  deietationi  of  the  two  countries. 

MsisofluidM  of  Uadmtiuidiat  With  Iran  Hailed 

03290438  Islamabad  Domestic  Senice  in  Urdu 
0200  GMT  29  Oct  8? 

(Text)  The  Iranian  finance  minister,  Mohammad 
Javadlravani,  has  said  that  positive  results  of  total 
understaading  have  been  achieved  at  the  Pakistan* 
Iran  joint  ministerial  commission  meetina.  He.  aaid 
this  afier  signing  a  memorandum  of  understanding 
between  Pakistan  and  Iran  after  the  conimissiofl’s 
meetings  in  Islamabad.  He  described  the  memoran¬ 
dum  of  understanding  at  a  good  beginning  toward 
ptomotiag  letatians  between  the  two  eountries.  He 
said  that  he  bad  firuitfiil  and  constructive  talks  with 
President  Mohammad  Ziaul  Haq  and  Prime  Minister 
Mohammad  Khan  Junejo. 


based  on  the  ideals  of  Sher-«*Bangla  A.K.  Fazlul  Huq, 
Husein  Shaheed  Suhmwardy  and  Moulana  Abdul 
Hamid  Khan  Bhasanni,  reports  BSS.  Adetosing  a 
Press  conference  at  the  national  Press  Gub  in  Dhaka. 
Guiinnan  of  the  Presidium  Of  the  newly-floated  party 
Mr.  Abu  Naser  Khan  Bhasani  aid  the  party  stood  on 
consolidating  the  “country’s  indepeadence  and  sov¬ 
ereignty,  democracy,  economic  fr^om  and  uphold¬ 
ing  of  Mamie  ideals  with' freedom  to  idl  other  reli¬ 
gions. 

;  IRAN 

Khmseyal  Reportedly  LIstcttS  to  Voice  (rfisrad 

460406: la  Lemdon  AL-DUSTUR  ia  Arabic 
28Sep87p3  ‘  , 

(TextlThe  Israeli  ne^paper  MA’ARIV  publidted  an 
investigative  report  concerning  the  Voice  of  1*  el 
broadcast  in  Penian,  prepared  by  Shell  Oabay,  eoitor 
of  Arabaflhiri  for  the  newspaper.  The  report  indudet 
a  meeting  with  Menashe  Amir,  director  of  broadcast¬ 
ing,  who  said  that  millions  of  Iranians  listen  to  the 
Voice  of  Israeli  program  in  Persian  daily,  including 
the  Ayttonah  and  olilcials  in  government  cird^  who 
Kceive  a  comprehensive  report  eveiy  day  almut  all 
the  news  and  analysis  which  the  broadcast  dissemi¬ 
nates. 


The  federal  finance  miaister,  Mohammad  Yasin 
Khan  Watto,  has  said  on  this  occasion  that  the 
memomaduffl  of  understandint  will  be  one  mom  step 
toward  fiirther  itrengthemna  rektiont  between  Paki¬ 
stan  and  Iran.  He  expressed  the  hope  Uut  the  trade 
relatione  and  mutual  cooperation  will  improve  fur¬ 
ther  in  the  years  to  come. 

Export  laeome  lacrtaacs 

03211315  Dhaka  Domestic  Serviee  in  English 
0110  GMT  21  Oct  87 


(Text)  The  country’s  export  earnings  during  the  last 
fiscal  year  stood  at  3^326  crore  taka.  This  shows  an 
increase  of  33  percent  over  the  eaminp  of  the  previ- 
oua  year.  la  terms  of  foreign  currency,  the  export 
earnuigafor  thf  last  fiscal  year  were  $106.1  Ocrore,  an 
increase  of  30  percent  Out  of  the  total  export  earn¬ 
ings,  over  1,300  ciwe  taka  or  40  pcroenl  came  from 
the  traditional  items,  while  the  aontraditional  items 
contributed  over  1,900  crore  uka  or  60  percMt 
Nontnditional  items,  including  garments,  leather, 
frozen  fboda.  vegeUbles,  and  newsprint  contributed 
signincsatly  to  the  exports  earnings  during  last  fiscal 
year. 


Mcroer  Fonna  New  MuIrtaFhMit'  Politfcal  Party 
03281456  Dhaka  THE  BANGUDESH  OBSER  VER 
in  En^ish  25  Oct  87  p  8 


(Excerpt)  A  new  political  party  styled  as  “JuktaFront 
was  floaied  on  Saturday  following  the  merger  of  four 
political  parties  with  the  aim  of  eatablishing  a  society 


Menashe  Amir  eoafirms  that  Khomeym  considers 
himself  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  listeneti  to  the 
Voice  of  Israel  Persian  broadcast,  and  that  he 
deMnds  on  iti  news  and  anatysis  for  his  qieasi 
sessions  with  his  confidants.  The  report  says  that 
during  some  of  the  doifed  tescioas  which  Khomeyni 
held  with  a  number  of  Ayala  (AyatoUahs).  he  attacked 
thm  fiercely  because  of  the  current  disagreement 
among  them  over  the  auccesaion. 

Gabty  mentions  that  a  We«era  diplomat  recently 
visited  Iran,  and  met  with  leading  figures  In  the 
Iranian  government  When  he  attempted  to  inquire 
about  what  wta  happening  inside  Iran,  he  waa  sur¬ 
prised  by  the  following  response:  “Why  do  you  peopfe 
all  ssk  me  this  question?  You  can  obuin  other  ifetails 
by  regulariy  listening  to  the  Voice  of  Israel  broadcasts 
in  Persiaa.  The  Jews  know  everything.’’ 

What  the  Iranian  official  with  whom  the  Wi^em 
diplomat  ipoke  did  not  say  is  that  the  Jews  ^w 
everything  about  Iran  because  the  Ayais  [Ayatollaht] 
coordinate  aod  plan  with  them. 

New  Telepheaa  Network  iMaganlad  hi  Saa^ 

46040001b  Tehran  KAYHAN  AL  ’ARABI  In  Arabic 
2SSep87pl 

(Text)  On  the  occasion  of  the  sixth  day  of  Holy 
Defense  Week,  ycaterday,  Sunday  afternoon,  an  in^e^ 
national  telephone  communicaiiona  neswork  in 
Sanandgj  was  Inaugurated  in  the  presence  of  the 
deputy  miniiter  of  post,  telegraph,  and  telephone. 
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IRNA  ttk)  that  this  project,  which  wa$  carried  out  by 
cniineen  contncted  to  the  minittry,  cost  30  million  rials. 

New  Dams  IMer  Coostrccdoa  in  KlMman 
46040(»lc  Tehran  KAYHAN  AL-’ARABI  in  Arabic 
28  Sep  87  p  2 


The  executive  director  of  the  water  supply  company  in 
the  province  of  Khorasan  added  that,  as  a  result  of  using 
these  dams,  there  will  be  approximately  400  million 
square  meters  of  water  added  to  the  volume  of  water  in 
the  province. 


Kxt]  The  water  supply  company  in  the  province  of 
ortMn  win  begin  constructing  eight  water  storage 
dams  in  eight  locations  in  this  province  with  an  alloca* 
tion  of  30  billion  rials. 
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